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MRS* ANNA JQNESj^ wife of LA VERNE JONES, forocJr csgployoo 
on UERNBCKE f am, advised she saw fremed picture, of 
HiniER in loft of bam prior to Christaas, 1941# Sho 
stated that she has heard UR* axid MRS* DONAXH speak to 
subject in a foreign language and haa heard subject ansirer 
in English, ESKST SCH&EUBtIN, Manager of SiriLss Club, 
Chicago, advised that MRS. lONATH reserved a ro<»a for 
subject iihere he stayed from August 31> 1942 to Soptmb&r 
3, 1942^ MRS. DONATE allegedly paid for subject's rooEi 
there and for the keys ishich lERNBCKE lost^ MRS. ITJDJEEB 
milACB, TJadsworth, HI*, saw a picture of HITLER on the 
wall of house on subject's farm and obsearved target 
practice there* Confidential Laforaant ftuadshedsnoTropa^;^ 
clipping stating that TifERNBCKB. filed cpmplaint cifi'behaltj ^^ 
of the Geman Anerican Bund against editor ofc4C^#I^g^lno» j-Sl 
Itecords of the Court reveal only that mJiMm:i^^Q^^ / re- 
signed a coGipiaint individually and not as i^P3^gp/xf3^ >?w^ 
anyone. Hearing before U» S. Comissionex^, Chicago,^ ^ .-^ 3 
postponed to October 6, 1942 by agweaent betifreon Aq^jb^:^ 7 
U. S. Attorney and subject's Attorney. Subject unfi^clcg^-| ^ 
by RICHIER by letter dated September 16, 1942. Sut^c^:; ^f 
sutoitted his occupational questionnaire, coaple$ed w£|§i the 
assistance of a pli^ician. Subject attended StovcnsviXLo^^ 
High School, Steycnsvilld, Micl^an, but took no courses 
for preparation for the lIini^5^j;,i;^€4il!£Sall courses* 
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Report of Special Agent "BiS(L 
Septmber 12, 1942^ \A\tt' r> 
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'Th)^ i;o3JLoiving investigation ives conducted bjr Special ;Ageht 
SAMUEL E*. BLASKBT, on September 17, 1942r - 

, i!RS* LA VERNE ,CHARI£§. (AMA)= JONES furnished the follov/ing 
,iiif ormationj: ^o: .aid her husband Jnoved out oi the iifernecke farm at JHuntley,, 
lilihoi^, ^ere her husbf Ait ui^a been; eiaplo^ed for the pasb^ year ^nd three' or 
four raonths^ They left the faim on September 10, 1942* They are presently 
residing at 1927 South Shelby Gourt,phicago,Illinois, put on Septe^er 18th 
they^ Intended tq a^etum to Huntleyyillinois and st^iy at IIEKB EEEKBPS fejtoly 
on his fuxn ^t ifiuitiey until MR. JONES could find employment and until they 
can rent a .place of their oim^ 

MRS* JdJiES advised that they >vill infom the MKE JHEERBIS 
■wheire they go from his farm* IffiS* j6hE$ stated she did her oten house work 
in their little cottage in T.1iich they OLlTjed on the Wernecke farm end that shp 
Ixelped MR* ^(MES occa^iofially Ylth the faiin .chores*.. She stated that her husband 
was the one T*iio yrats employjsd by the Tferneckes, and not herself ♦. She did not 
associate vrfLth ^the Werneckes rex^ jpich b^t kept to herself and tended he^ cot- 
tage and gar^env On pne occasion last idnter lES* llEIIBCKEi diivited Mr* and Urs^: 
JOJIES into the Yfernfecke house ct th^ f arm^ and on that Siuiday night there Was 
present at the farm house in additiori to 4iP* ifV:ERNECKE and Mr* .^d URS. JGI'JES, 
ivmm ViSa^ MS, DONATH and GMTEUDE tm^TA. They danced and talked 
about fanning .and plaxitihg but the mv and politics l^s npt discussed,*. MES-. 
V.^ATECKE had ajistructed the JOMES not to have any coapahy^sit them outside of 
a fevf close friends* MRS* JO^ES has nevfer seen IHLLIAM YSPtKECKE in, a, minister is 
collar, .nor has^ she ever he^rd the Vferneckes talk about any church* She has 
h^ard QTJP anclilRS* COflATH speak to YaERNECKE in a foreign langaage; "^vhich shp 
i)Cltevea to be German but since ?he speaks> no foi^eign language ^he i? >hot ab- 
solutely sure*. On those occasions miilj^^lfER^Iffi seemed to understand the. 
PoriY^rsMxdri ^aftd^ ^ns^rered in English; ^ ^ 

She has seen ERNIE and SILVIA SCHASF at the fai^ri in c.dditiph 
to the DONAtH? end .other people Bhose iiemoe she did hot icnow* She mentioned: 
that iseyera. young, boy^ used t6 come to the farm, and ride but she did not kno^^ 
their identity* 

Shortly before Christmas 19/4 MHS** $Q'i^^^cmr a large farmed 
picture of HITISt lying, near the \m^GKE :^adio in the loft ot the .ta^rn on the 
farmi, This ms OT%^ed,in hevrspapers hut 2iR$»: JONES stated th.^t ^.e\could see' 
that it Ms a pipture of ^'HITIER^ She never .saW this picture ^gain* 
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m^ LA mm CHAREES JONE? informed Agent that he never saw 
the picture of HIIIJER that his vdf e had previously told him about^ aiid. that 
last spring whea he moved all the fomittire from one part of the barn in the 
l<fc to another place sibovQ th^ oat .bin; he. handle^ every item th^re^ but did 
Choi see the picture that )iis Ydf e had mentioned^. He stated that one HCAELIB 
ilARSH assisted him in moving i^e^Xitmitiire fi^oja one. part of the bam to .another 
and that ihis CHARLIE IJARSH has been es^ioyed occasionally by the day by 
the YJERJffiCKES^ MARSH liv^s in. Huntley^ Illinois* 
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Bile 25-5976 

Jhe f oOiLcwing investigation was conducted hf Speqial Agents JOHN 
.MOORE and' JOHN BRimY MlfeHr: 

Frdfi llarch 3L xihtil September 3, 1942, WOnLlMi TIERfECKE occupied 
Room -#39 at the Srriss Club', 635 W. ITebsteif Street ♦ It irras deem^ advisable 
to obtain a .sigded statlment; ir<m ERl©^ SCHAEOBLIN, the ifanager of the %i5S 
Clvbj and to obtain a sign^' statement Regarding the full particulars of 
TORNECKB pbtainin^ this Voomi* \Therefpre, on September 14, 1942,- EgMSI^v 
SPHpinBLlk came ta the Chicago^Field- Office vihei-e he vras' intervievyed arid 
mecuted the follor/ing signed statement! 

^.'I, BRNST SCHAEUBlilf, niake thfe fqllowihg voluntary statement tp 
J* BRADI MDRFHI and JOHJi MOOREy ha^g idejitifiecl ijhemselves to me as Special 
Agertts>f the federal iSureau of JQivestigatiori^ no thl»eats pr promises having 
been made to me in oi^der ikp obtain this statemeni, and I giye it freel^y^* 

l^i vas born April 5, 1901, at Basel, Switzerland,^ and entered the 
United States, My 6, 19^3, at Mt lork City pn the vessel >Belgeland>^ 
I t)ec£mie i citiaei^ of the JJm.ted. States at Chicago, Illinois, on 2Febniary^9 
.6r ^2^ 1929^ Oh my trip to the" United States I ^vas acccinpanied, by feRNESX 
KIJEBS;, T^jiom J last sa^^ in Chicago^apprloximately ten years ago,, T7hp 7(as at 
thai time emplpyed by the* National Tesu CompaiJiy; . , ~ 

«i camfe to the Ui^ted States irtere]^ iof travel and later decided 
to remain here> Upon first ari^iving in* Chicago, 1 visited^ JOHN pirai, 1817 
^orth Erancisco Avenue • I h^ve no relatives residing in the United States • 
Oix August 1%^ ;1926, i .mayried IDA liARIB DB iJETSENARE, pho at one time resided 
in Sheffield, Illinois^ haviiig be'eii born in Annawan, iiliriois*. We\have one 
child, ERNEST PETEifi SCH#JBtIN,. bo^h/October 30, l?3i^^ Upon first arriviiig 
in Chicago, 1 was employe^d \^ the Marshall. Field Company .^"s a stpc^ clerk from 
. ^J£Lt 192^ to; pecember 31, 1924> li^cM Jsinuaiy 1925 until September 3Q,^ 1939, 
i^as eEiplpyed^by the llauEbi^^ ih various capacities^ occasionally 

.assisting as; an office cierkj and was so employed^ in; Chicago until the year 
1934, when. 1 became Assistant "i^nag^:^ 0£ ifie Tourist and JPhiit^d Glass Passenger 
Ref eryatibns* In c.pn^urictibn with this, 4t was, necessity for tae to make severjal 
trips to Hamburg^ Trtiich are listed as^ follows: 

"On December 7, 1926', I Went to Hambiirg, (leix^any, as arx exchange 
employee ♦ I left Hamburg,, Germany, on March 11, 1927, ietitoiing- to the. United 
States*.^ 
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"On, peoember 7, 1953 I again took a trip to Hanbui^i Germaiy, 
acconiparcT'ing a Cbristmas ojccursion,. X left Hamburg, GemBXty^ about the iniddle 
of Januaiy, 1934,. returning to the United States ♦ 

H.On December 7, 19,35, X again took a Qhristcias excursion 1>o Bremen, 
Germany, returning to the United States about January 20, 1936 ♦ 

"On December 16^ 1937, t again took a. Ghristeas excursion to: Bremen, 
Germapy, returning in Janus^iy, 1958, to the United States ♦ At this time I 
•prould like to explain that an- excjhange employed consists of interchanging 
employees of the Ifetaburg-Ameirican Jdne between Gepaany and America, in order 
that these emjployees^ may comprehend the duties performed in lioth. count3rf.es ♦ 
As a result of the yrat^ waged by Gemai^, the Hamburg-American line closed 
their offices^ and it was necessaay lor ine to seek nevr employment., Erom 
October or Npvember 1959 until March 1940 I was employed as an insurance 
salesman by the Nev/: York Mfe Insurance Company^ Bankers Building, Chicago, 
Illinois* From Jferch, 1940^ I helped takS the ctosus for the United, 3tate^ 
Government. On Hay i, 1940, I started- as manager Vdth the Swiss Club> being 
hired V the United" SfcLss Societies of Chicago, Inc., tflfibse president is 
bAVli) J* ZWEIFEJL.. 

^'!fy educatipA consists of grammar school and high school^ as well. 
as three years business college, all taken in Switzerland* I am ^^egistered, 
T/ith local Board 145, Ohic&go^ Illinois, hatying registered tpr thei draft on 
rebruiaiy 16, i?4E^ and as of July 3, 194E^ I was placed in 6las5 5A, w 
order number heing ibiSS ..* j^- Bother and father ard both deceased, and the 
only close living relative is isy sisjber, ELSI HONESEIA of Bern, Switzerland* 
Erpm 1954 or 1935 until 1939, i was treasurer of the tixdlted Swiss Societies 
of Chicago, Inc. j from 1939 until liay 1940 I was secretary of the TInited 
Swiss Societies of fJhicago^ Inc. I am. also a mesaber o| the %iss llale Choroia, 
Swiss burners (gymnastic sb'ciety), the Alpine Kale Chorus,, the Iffest Side 
Harmony (singing society), Sennef elder M<5d^rkran2 (a German singing society 
which J^eets at the Gennania Glub)i 

J*6ji Sa^turday or 'Sunday, August g9th or 30th, 1942, MIS. DOHATH^ 
who operates, a store several doors east :bf the Srriss Club, contacted iae mid 
asked me if I had a yacant room available in the *3v4ss Club for a friend of 
hers- to be used for a fevr days, ^ai4 I told her yes. On the same day sh^ 
recontacted jae and asked me to reserve .a room for the felloe T^ho stays at her 
house all the tine^ &ski9;g me if I knew who thi^ individual was, to -\i4iich I 
a^eplied ye? . However, I wovild like tP state that I did not ^<m this indi- 
vidufeuL^s name at this time, but merely knew him because he came in every day 
to the Swiss Club to bty cigarettes, and I also used to see him in MRS* 
BONATH^S Store vdien I would make purchases there.. I now know that this 
fellow referred to above by iljRS, DONATH is T/ILLIAM ITjEIffiECKE. 
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"ISERNECKE occupied Boom 3& at the SvTiss Club> 6S5 ¥?st T/ebster 
Street^ for £qjxr days f roroL August 31st until September Srd^ 1942^ inclusive, 
iov Tfhich the charge was 75^ a dajr* IIR* DOMTH paid me sonetime last weelc 
for the use of this room, and at the sane tine paid me for the keys vrhich 
KR* DOMHSl said TOHNECp. had lost, at the same time remarking that TiffiHIffiCKE 
had; forgotten to pay me for the use of the room* TJERNBCiffi did not register 
a? a guest a% the "^ss Club as we haVe no registration, system* 1% have a 
few rooms available at all times for* the friends of members^but vre do not 
have them register^ 

"i would like also to state that MES* DOMATH used to talk to every-^ 
body expressing her pro-lfezi beliefs, but since tlje war has started involving 
the United States, she ,has been inclined to W£ltch her step, and her sentiments 
have not teen so freely expressed*. But I fii^y believe that MRS. DOmOHiS 
heart and soul iras for HITLER at least prior to th6 war, and in alX probability 
even at the present time* gveiy time reports would dome in of Geiman successes, 
MRS* pOMTtt would remark in a Joyful manner »Lo6k at what HinEIiis d63jig>« 
UR?. DOKAOH used to listen to short wavo bjroadcasts from Germai^r all the iime 
prior to the United ^tates* entrance into the war* The l^st time I had recol- 
lection of MRS. DOMTH listening to the short ^ave broadcasts was last summer 
oi? fan* I would like at this time tp- state that MRS* DON^TH remarked to iae 
^vhen she request^ a room, for TOlilM 17ERNECKE,. that she didn't have enough 
room, in hei^ house to put him up* 1 have knor/n tfie DOMIHS since May^ 1940, 
yfhen 1 became manager of ihe Swiss Club* My bartender, HUGO V/EItER, who also 
resides at the %iss Club, knows a great deal ^ore about the Ppm#S than 
I do, as he often inf onas me of incidents concerning them* i*or example he 
recently told me that MR. EOMTH is out of a job at Ibhe present time*. 1 
believe,. MR, i^EILER is a naturalised citizen having been born in Switzerland* 

"An individual by the naiae of GARL ISGHNER, Trtipse address jLs unknown' 
to iae, whom % do hot think i^ at citizen, is in my estimation de|^inite]y pro-^ 
Nazx* He has inade remarks to the effect that HITLER has^ created a wotiderful 
axray and is remapping Europe for the best of everybody and th^t HITLER is 
going tq show the United States ^ere to get off. lECHNJSR used to come into 
i^he Swiss Club quite freciuently^, but he has, not f 3:'equented my establishment 
for the past six months* He us^d to come into the 5wiss Glxib accompani^ed "by 
HENRI AIiVERS, i?ho in my estimation if also pro-Kazi, ,as AIVERS, whenever the 
war qjiestion comes up, praises HITLJER in the same i^aiiner that LECHIEE. does* 
AJiVEES), to the best of my knowledge, operates a ;restaurant on th^ east side 
of Lincoln Avenue ilear Halsted* 

"Tne f oIlo?{ing to* the best of my recollection is a description of 
CARL lEGHHER: . ^ 
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"Age 


Al)out 35 


Height 


5'9" orlO" 


weight 


175 lbs. 


Hair ^ 


Dark 


Cheeks . 


Eosy 


Ccsaplexion 


Nice 


Accent 


Slight GeOTan^ 


J^aritai 


Uai^ried 


Status 


^Tith one child 



" Jhe JPollcrffing to the best of Esr recollection, is a desjcription of 
HENffiC AlVBRS: 



^^Age 


40 to 45 


Jleight 


5'7" 


nVeight. 


145 io 150 lbs.* 


Ifair 


Black 


]^es 


ferown or black 


Compiexion- 


Pai:k 


Accent 


Yfeak Gennan accent 


Birthplace 


Germany 


IferitaL status 


Married 


^\1^^ alspj, at this time ^otiLd like td state that Gj 



\^ 



CaiQEiPiING^ ^^Q, operates a restatirarit^nert to the barber shop on the south 
side, o^ ii^lebfter Streiet ne^ar- Larrabee and Linoo;Lh is, also In ny estimation 
p^o-Nassi and Kangs out in. the DONAIM^S" resideripe a great deal. 3^ on maiy 
dcqasions, used to eat in his establishment and there is a certain crcfflrd 
(liames-unknovm), t/ho hang out in this restaurant, who cpntinuallj* discuss tha 
war situation and are prone to e3q)ress joany pro*-Nazi sentiments. I irould 
4escrib^/(H0EiniING as fo^aovtsr 

"Age 40 

Height 5*7^» 

¥eight 150 to 160 lbs. 

Hair .Biond. 

Complexion liigiit 

Accent Strong Geman accent 

Peculiarities Nerybus temperament 

Marital status Married, no childreh 

.Birthplace Gprmaigp 

"I have read the above stat^ent corisisting of this and three 
additional pages^ and it is tvxxQ to the best of my kno?rledge and as eyidence 
ot its truth X affix my signature ta tfiis- page and intitial those preceding*^* I 

/bI ERNST SGHAEUBLIN 
TOTNESSED: 

J. BMDlf MURPHY, SA> IBI^ Chicago , 

JCHN MpOjRE^ SA, FBI,. Chicago* •• 7 - 4 
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Ihe f •lltvriLng Investigation 'was conducted ly Special Agents JOSEPH E, TIERKEI. 
JR. and K&IPH P^. HcCAT* , ^ ^ ^ 

IffiS* UICIIIE ¥fiSlIA,CE; nee CAIN, 924 North Jackson Street, Wauk^gan, Illinois, 
stated tha^t she .and her husib'and operated a Small grocery .store in the vicinily 
or the TffiRKBGKE £axm in Wodsworth, Illinois in 1939,.ahd for three or f oiir 
months in the Spring of 1939, 1SB§^ ¥AMACE, as a favor to lass MONA MRSHAliL, 
assisted the. latter in excerising the hoirses stablect on tha JiJERNEQKE, faim* 
MRS. TTAIIACE ^advised that she had, bpen ix^ lihe farm house on only thi^ee 
oc.casions, biiit that while thepre she had seen alargfe picture of HITiER on 
the Tfall. She stated that, the picture was about If x 2| feet; aijd that there 
was one flag on eabh side of the picture* HRS. TJAIMDE ims not able to recall 
the type pf flag* ^ ^ ^ 

ffiJS. tIAELACE stated tliat oh several Sundays she has passed by the T^ERiJEGKB. 
f aim and noticed that there were three or foui? men and women DJidulging in, 
target practice with pistols on the farm* 
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Ife\Tspaper clippings froia the. Chicago Daily Times and. th^ Chicago 
Evendjig AiaericW both dsbcd Tuesday, May 24> 19^S, stating that" 
ITELLIAH TIERIIECE&, representing the jSerj:;ah itoericah Blind,, had causeji 
.a tarrant to be issued for th^ arr^^t of the edi^tor of KEli magazine, 
charging hila mtli violating the laTJS prohibiting the circulation of 
obscene litetature^ w^e fiiimahed by QonfidentxaL Informant Tl» 
Photostatic copies pf these nev/spapisr clippins are being retained 
in the files of the Chicago Field Of fi'ce* 

la an effort to verify the inf oiTaption stated in the nevispaper 
■dippings, the foUo^ving investigation ^yas conducted by Special 
Agent SMUHrB, BUSmi or> 5eptenib,er 18, 19,21,23^ 194?* The^ 
record^ in the office of ^ the Clerk of the Municipal Court in Chicago 
(which ^as the court/mentiohed in tlie above nev^spaper clippings.,) 
cohtjiined in Room Blky City* Kali, Chicago, and in Room 1010 (the 
vault) Git Jr Hall, Chicago, Tfere exanined and failed to reveal ^rsy- 
notation, of a^^arr^nt having been, issued by th.e court, lagstinst 
. ,4Effi)BD GINGRICHy the editor .of JOSN ^gazine. 
* _ ' '' 

ME* YfllFQRD ctMEElteg, Secretary ^d. Assistant to Chief Justice of 
the liurdfcipal Gourtj, -*^udge J. W^^tm SCHSPFpR, advised that i^T the 
records' of the Hunicipal XJourt 4id, not disclose th^ issuance of 
this warrant, then the case ^ould appear in tlie i*ecords of the 
pQlice corndssipner. 

CA?TAIK CONLISK, Assistant to the PoMce Coinmissioner, advised that 
they do not hav^ any i^ecords of ^mrr^tq issued,. ^P^^ever^ at Rppin 

- 610O at the Police Departinent Building ^at llth and State Streets in 
Chicago, it yra^ ascertained that on May ?6, 193^, Warrant #IS564 
t/as issued by JUIXJE JSU^SfNE J. HOLLAND against AEJJOLP^INGRICH> 919- 

^^orth lii'chigkh Av6hu^> Charging hiiaiTith a violation of Section US^y 
iShapter 38," (state la^- i>rohibi;ting the circtdatiori of obscene 
literature) . That v/arrant ^Vas issued out of Branch :27 of the 
-Municipal Court, and^s sent to the 35th District Bolice Station 
.and \7as r^ceiTed by Patrolman Ji, JENSEN. SERGEANT RQBEBT MM of 
the 35th bistri^^t. .advised that the lyarrant record bopk for 193S 
in wliich:i70uld be recorded tH© receipt Pf th^ imrrant against 
ATOIOLD GIKSIICH, yiSLB no longer at the* police, station, but ^-as in. 
the Tifarehouse* 

The warrant record book for the 35th Dlstrix* tcis laade available 
at the i^ollce warehouse at 3150 South Sacraiaentp Avenue by \OTirXM 
J, CARROLL,. Boom 402, llth and Stat^ Streets^ arid t^e infprinatiori. 
cpnt^ned therein is exaptly the same as that obtained in Room 6OO 
at llth and State • The reason for examining this imrrant record, 
book ^as to ascertain the document number pf the case in order to 
examine the original -warrant* However, hp document number v;as set 
forth in the warrant book for this pa^i^^^f^?^^®:- J^F^^^^ ^ 
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The clerk of Branch 2?, M* jSfv'EEIIEY^ advised that the^ dpcum^t 
number of thisr particular case T/as #156874. ^CLAUDE DYCKMAN, Super- 
visor of Court Recoi:ds in the office of the, Cleyk of the -Mujaifeipal 
fiourtj furnished the original conrolaiht aild docket sheet in case 
^156S74,^ entitled "Peo|)le of the State of Illinois, against JmOLT) 
GINGRICH." *Ehe person to be geiyed mih the subpoena ducets tecum 
in case the sam is, necessary at trikl is JOSEPH L> GUi, clerk of 
Municipal Court of Chicago* 

Tihe compldint vrarrant and docket sheet, obtained froni;MR. DICKMAN 
T/ere photostated tnd photpstatic copies' are Joeing retained ijij tjtie 
Chicago files • Thi^y indicate that on Ifejr 24, 3\J^m HOLLAND issued 
a iTarrant for the arrest of ^OLH GINGRICH' for the publication 
of obscene: literatxire, yrhich itorranb :^^'as issued upon a cpn^laini^ 
filed by inXLtAJXiffiRNEGKE* No mention is u^de in the con5)laint 
that VgiiLIAlCTSiraECK^ represented the German American Bund or anyone 
felse. 

Irl en Effort, to ascerta3,n i^hether^ or .not ARNOII) GINGKECH knevr of 
hiS; pTTn personal knoTfledge whether or }i6t this complaint ^vas fileci - 
by liIERI^GKE on behalf of the Bun^ Afeent interviewed .ARNOLD. 
.Gingrich/ Vfho is the .editor of ESQUIRE .magazine, in his office 
.at Rppm 32Q, 919 North J^chigair-Ave^me, MR* GINGRICH advised that lie 
^vas. in Europe at 1938 at ^>he time the warrant v/as issued, and that 
when h^ returned about the middle of Jurip 1938, ^ poli'ce officer 
tried to serv^ :him, ydth the warrmit, but never 'did s^rvp him. 
MB. ^II(GRICt| said, he never smt the cps^l^int nor the warrant nor 
did 'he pyer see or ^peak to YflJIiiAM VfERNECKE. He advised that 
subsequent to the time that the policp officer ,trifed td serve him 
Tfith the warrant, he never heard any mpre ^bout the ica^se. 

iLFRED SMART, Secretaiy and Treasurer of ESQUIRE, INC.. 91? North 
Michigan Avenue, telephone; Delai;are .6622, adv^ised thai they do not 
fin^ve a copy pf the compiaiht and warrant, but t^i^t they w^re able 
to. have JUDGE HOLLAND repili the w^irrant. in Jurne of 193S* 



-10 - 



V 



% 



r 



d 



the f oHOYfing ihvesMgatibn vias conducted by Special Agent SAIWEL Bw 
BLASKET on September 23, 1^42. The records of the Moody $ible Instlitie 
vMch are descrxb^d in an earlier report ih. instant case vjere obtained 
forthe pxifpoge of niaking a photostatic copy for instant file*. 

Reverend irSLLJM *l&Mt EEE SPRATT,; Director of the Correspondence 
School at Moo(^ 3ibl^^lnstit\jie> 153 Institute Place, fwiiished; ;the 
records of the Correspondence Sj^hooX relating to subject IIHRNECKE 
^d Reyerehd At IFRAIKLIff BROM&N, Superintendent o.f laen at Moody Bi^ble 
Institute^ 153 Iiistitute Place^- furnislied the remainder of thQ records 
of Hoo^ Bible jnstitiAe conceirnihg subjept ITERTECKE, i^hicli records 
include TJEElECKE'S application* These r^coi'ds T/ere furnished, i?d.th the 
pemdssioa of 15R. E. 0. CHRISTIANSON, Business Manager of Hoody Bible 
Institute* 

The persons able, to introduce thdse records into evidence at the trial 
and t? ^be "i^e^ved t/ith a subpoena Duces tec\M for thet appeara3n[Ce thereof 
are EEPEEKD SPRATT fc^r th^ ^Gorf esjiondence School records, arid JREOTEREKD 
BEOKAN for the remainder of record^* 

Photo^atic copies of these records ar0 being retained in. thS files of 
the dhicago Field Office* 
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Bv teletype, dated Sept9S-i5or-17i 1%2, the Chiciga Faeld P*vxGion 
rk^i^stel tlieraclun^on Field Divioion to 4dw..g the «fff °f .^he 
person to 1)0 subnoenaod t& produce neoeosary recoils ^nd testajsr that 
tho Christian »iinistiy CollQge' and Beverend EOBSra* HDQI> sre not 
SkSef b^ci^toctorios of the Pistfict of .Columbia for the years 

1915 to 19^. 

It T;as recuested that the nsne of the person who pould testiftr tliat the 
Christian 'Jinistiy CoUoge tja's pot incorporated in fcne D2.str3.ct of 
Coluabia, be fvirnished iife^'vdse., 

The raslTinston Fi^id division t,-as further W^^*^f \^4;^J||^4'^^!,S^!.?£ 
the person TJho cdn produce Records and -testify a? to imiEC.fe»S siembervhip 
in the national Bifle Association and as to his correspondence p.th sane. 
It is furtliej- r^ciueffted that the Vrashinston Field Division furnxjhthe^ 
nane of the oerson who can produce records and testiiy as to n^iipCK^'o 
attendance at the United States tiational Small A?KiS Piring School and 
national matches at <Jaap Perry, Ohio, in 1931. 

'The 'Washington Field Division ^^s also requested to ascertain If the 
Allied jChri'stiah lEanasement Arny, also knov.^ a^ Allied Ciiurcftes of 
ChH St, ?;as incorporated in the District of ColTpbxa, Xhe V.ashxqgton 
Field Division ^TGs requested to ascertain if FJSL PfJE^IGHTER, alleged 
minister, is, listed in any city directory of the District of Columbia 
f roa 1915 tp l^Al- . ' 

By teletype dated September 18, im, %h& Tashington Field Division 
edir^^ed thdb an exaadnation of Boyd's District of Golifeibia. Directory 
froKil9l5 to 19if2 in the office of its publisher, R., 1. Polk and ^Jompary, 
reflected no listing for the Christian Ministry Gollegej Allied Christian 
lian'^ge'JiQnt Annyj or Allied Churches of Christ. It nrnfe observed that 
numerous person^ named HOOD lind BIDG?JAY wre lasted. It ^ras Qbserv|d. 
also that no EOJBSSIf KX)P Yfas listed as minister, and that no Elffil. PAUI* 
EXDG'rAi or PAUI. RIDQJAX "ivas found* It ims further refl^ctM that no 
SfiKC RIDC?'8Cf VKS'. listed as piinist^r. 

the rashiogton Field Division further advised that the person to 
subpoena to introduce directories, is A. S^ ?®LI1?, Slanager, or IfRS* 
yX0LE3! CRUZSN, librarian^ H. 1. FoUc & Qorpatiy^. ^^2 F Street, VJashington, 
D. C. The \*asl)ington Field Division also ackised that no yecord of 
incor'5oration at aiiy time isvas found in the office of thg Recorder of 
Deeds' in '*:ashinston> D, 6,, for the Christian Ministry College; the 
Allied Christian Management Aniyj oi* the ^ied Churches of Ghi^ist.. 

m that connection the person to be subpoemed was sJoKn to be one 

teS35f % ?jraS^ lUslfitifef ^d!^' ''" 
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A0si.3tahi Secretary, or JSAJIC (JLUTON PAMIHb^ Off ice Mi^^tger, ffational 
Eifle Association, 1600 Ehode Island Aveau?^ ^J. U^y tashinston, I^* G.^ 
are the proper persons to be su,bpoe]riaed relative to records of that 
office* 

The Washington. Field Division further advised that GOIOMEli JEAKOIS 
0*, ENDICQW> Director, or SADIE E. ROBSR^S^ Chief Cler!c, Office of 
Civilly "^Carkpnansliip, t7ar Department j P» G* Ai^oiy^ Washinston, P* C« 
.are the proper person? to be subpoenaed relative to records of that 
office. 

On 5?eptemb6r 15,- 1942, E. BIGHTIS furmshed a. q6^ of a letter dated 
September 9> 1942, which he had written to tILlslk'. E* '^J^IilcrCE^ This 
l^tt^r ;EScplds and reproaches ItEiroECI'JS ^n arM^po*Jts iev^z for being 
a spoiled child and urgeis Mm to return to Ciirist. l!he ^oromentioned 
copy of letter dated September 1$, 1942, is being- retained in the 
f lLe£| of the Chicago Field Division^ 

Py teletype dated Septe^nl?er 2Z, 19li2, the Bureau vfa§ sdvrioedf that tii^ 
!!♦ &* Contmissionerrs hearing relative to IrJILtBUI B.^ KERlEOKE set for 
llrOO ^.m,, Septenibor 22, 1942^ ^?as postpohed by agreement Ibetv/eon the 
Assistant United States Attorney, JOHN !• KliJi^iX, and YSSENSCKE'S 
attorney,, to October 6, 1942^ at 2.r00 p*m. ?SRKECI®«S attorney 
cjonfidenti^Us'' advised Assistant. United 5tq;tes Attorney KIBIiBr tjxat 
TIEETSCKE ¥auld plead guilty after being indicted* 

Aasistc.nt United Sti-tea Jlttorney fxirnished the ChicagQ Fi^ld Division 
^dth ^ letter dated August 17,. 1942 addressed by JIIQHTEE to the Gi^and 
Jury Qf the District Court of the United States, Northern Distrwt 
of Illinois and to the United States District Attorney ♦^ This letter 
sets^ out in lengtliy detail th^ names p$ persons both, living and de^d^^ 
^yho dould be used, as reference by SICHTBR as to his character ;^nd 
integrity*^ The list; covers persons known to ^OJHTER fron I914 to. the 
present de^t^* A photostatic copy of said letter is being retained as 
an exhibit in instant file* 

Assistant United States, Attorney IflCClAII GOIIHOR furnished a. copy of 
a letter dated VeSxiesday^ September 16, 1942, addrj^ssed to IffLLlA!! 
B» iEEKECKBi 6250 l&yne Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, and signed trf t. 
?•, aCftKlM)fHlGHI3R. Thi^ letter ixifor.'aed IHEIIDGI® that he ^-as no 
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longer an ordained minicft^r or sta^ent in cotmecfcion vdtli 
B1CHTSR^5 church inacmuch zs I^IWOKB had been guilty ot in- 
subordinate behavior and had "flunkOdJ^ his oxoodnctions* 

A photostatic copy of said letter is being retained in the files 
ot the Chicago Field Division* 

By letter dated October §, 1942, the Bureau "van furnished a 
copy of tlie '»Deutsche Arbeit" obtained f ron llEniEQKEVS hon6 on 
Septe^Jber 5, 1942 fey Spegial Agent ?Etmi> V^ KOBE. The Bureau 
f:as requested to .return said book to the Chicago Field Division 
on cd^i^letion of its exsnination^ Biy letter dated September 24, 
1942, JOHII ?. CASPIT^EII, Chairman of Selective Service Local 
Board: i% Lake Covunty, Libertyville, IlUnbis, .furnished additional 
inf orrnation relative to ^^ffiRrECIJE tfhich had recently been placed 
in liiSRNECIffi^gE Selective Po?vice folder • 'This inf of mtion included 
a copy of lifEM^CiCFJ S wAnrsnfA r.n.^1 guestionnaiire and an affidavit 

furnished by| | This affidavit is set out as/ 

follovcs; 



tab 
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!]] Notary Public, Cook 



This affidavit Yfas notarized bv l 

County, IlBLTiois, Local Selective Service Board #2 also made 

nvAilnhlp ?^ , r'hnv of . a letiter dated Septeniber 23, I942, signed by 

Attorney for ^^JILLIMl B* IW^NjXKE. this letter 




b6 
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The aforementioned docunent^ received from Local Selective Service 
^oard //2 are being retained in the file of djist^aht case* 
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It should be noted that mdat BBI No. 2970391 subject has the following 
bilQinal record In the Identification Division of the Federal Eureau of 
Investigationt 



Contributor 



Kane and 
Noaber 



Arrested or 
Recaived 



BED, Chicage, HI* mLLIAM "BEHHBCKB Itoquizy 8/8/42 

#25^976 



BFDf Chioagb,. XLl. TTIT.TtTAM BERNABP 

'WERNECKE 
#25-5976 



9/5/42 



Charge 



Selective Service 



TIM. BESffXJKEi, Chicago, HI. 1937 p.0«5: appealed. 

By teletype datdd Septeober 21, 1942, the Chicago ileld Division ed^OjOd ;, 
the Dallas lieldDivision that subject attended St. Albahs School at 
Sycsaore, Illinois in 1921 or 1922 at irhich %±aB CHARLES L* .STREfil Twas 
Headmaster. STREET iras located at C^irist Church, 108, South lewellyn St., 
4)alla3, Texas. 

The Dallas JieldDivisibn was reqaested to cojatapt CHAEEES L« STREET for 
the school record of TffiRMEOKfi to- verify TSERNiECKE's date and place of birthj 
par^ts* nanies and previous schools attended^ It waa also requested that 
it be ascertained if lERNBCKE took any courses in preparation for the 
Mnistziy. 

By teletype dated Septedber 22, 1942, the Dallas lieldDivision; advised the 
Chicago Kleld Division that Doctor CHARLES L. S5^T had advised that 
subject's Taothexr»s naiae was giv^ as MRS. iMRTHft^^jpHEOKE,. 1718 Hartb 
LaSalie Street, Chicago^ and that the prior school att«ided T>y subject was 
Stevensville High School at StevensviHe, Michigan. Subject liid not t^e 
any courses in preparation for the Ministiy'. Subject took th6 regular 
High School course duriig late 1921 and 1922 and early 1923. Subject failed 
in all courses. 

The Dalias FiaLai)ivisioii furtlier advised that if additional information 
Should be desired, it wo\dd be advisable to contact Reverend X.. B. HftSTHJGS, 
i006 South 28th St., Milwaukee, Tfis., inaanuoh as .HASTINGS had been Head 
Master at St. Albans froa 1921 to 1923* 
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BNDSgELOPED lE&ES 
Jt ChlcagbT Uli^^^, i»ill £oIX<m pwsecvitive act j,on in Ihstant case^ 
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DECLASSIFICATIOM AUTHORITY DEE.I¥IE« FE.OH: 
FBI AUTOimnC DECLASSIFICATIOM GUIDE 
DATE 11-ZE-ZOll 

Ifithvvixl Sur^au nf JnuMt!gaft0n 

Unttpti §f atcs BiJpartmpnt nf justice 

Chicago, Illinois 
September 30, 1942 



) 








> 



UUIJJbiUiLiri ' lAL 



Director 
^^^Federal Bvireau of Investigation 
^TP^feshington, D« C. 



Dear Sirt 



<^ 



Re: ^YILLIAM BERNARD TORNECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



Mr. Tracy .., 

Mr. Carson , 

Mr. Coffey,. 

Mr. Hondon 

Mr. Itramcr . .. .r^-,- .;".• 

Mr. McGulre .... *.'- - 

Mr. QulnnXamxn.-t« 

Mr. Keaso— 

Miss Gandy 

FUc» 



In connection vriLth the above-captioned case jdOonCidentiaL-Informant 
advised that on August 30, 1942, at 4:35 P^M«"RICHTER called a doctor a 
discussed three men thatJRICHTER_needed as a reference* KECHTER^ave (JOIOL 
-^^ANATTA and TTILLIAM O.-^^CHTER told the doctor that he vfanted t^^ee hi^ t| 
next morning because VrELLIAM 0, wanted a letter for committee me^lSGAg iSnda; 
night* RICHTER told him that he was going on the night shift tl^f?iightv 1^ 

ft 




Confidential Informant ] | further advised that on September 2F5 19425Sat w^ 



6:30 P*Ii* RICHTER again called the doctor and they discussed RI(i}lPER ti^ng 
questioned. RICHTER told the doctor that he was doing the best he cor^ ac- 



m 
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cording to his understanding and conscience* 
graiKi jury at 10 A.U* the next morning. 



RICHTER was to go before the 4 

The Bureau is advised' that the above information covers^a npriod fromlStust 30,. _ 

1942, through September 3, 1942. Confidential Infomant| |has not fuipished-b7D 

any additional inf oxtnation inasmuch as RICHTER has beeiT out of his office the 
majoilty of the time* ' 



Also in connection with the above-captioned case, Corifidential Informant! 

advised that on September 14, 1942, at 9:30 P.M. MRS^wSkNECKE talked mth 
SILVIA* SYLVIA discussed her citizenship examination and told Mrs. ^ffiRNECKE 
that Mr*^aAIff or-jpEAPP (?) and MftrpftRRINGBR were going with her. They then 
discussed a visit by some individual v/hose name was not mentioned. .SYLVIA 
said, "Some other guy that I never hea3rd of, and I am sure that he never heard 
of him either »«* MRS. WERNECKE told SYLVIA that she would come to see her but 
that she didn't have time* SYLVIA told her that she was not working at the 
present time* 
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--■^^eona^dential— Inforina^ 

people inquired about the health of Mrs* VflSRNECKE. On September 16, 1942, 



further advised that on September 15, 1942, several 
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-according to .the Informant, at 10:10 A.M* a woman talked-iio BILL, and BILL .n^- 




U'COPIES DE^TROYED^ 




REOOEDBD 
fgTDEXED 



Eo BILL, and BILL 
T^' B I 

18 OCT ^ 1942 




f 



o 



^ 



Director 



9/30/42 



told her that he -was vrorking on the case and that tte Vev/s vrere trying to put 
him aT?ay, BILL said that he vrould have his mother talk to her. At 10:15 k*lU 
on this same date JOHN talked to ifrs» Wemecke. ,She told him that BILL -was 
going to a doctor almost evexy day; and that he was going at 3 P.M. on that 
date. At 12:30 P.M; on this same date MRS. \7ERNECKE again talked to JOHN 
and told him that she was taking BILL to the doctor on Barxy Avenue at 3 P.M. 
and that she would meet, JOHN at the Plaza Hotel at 4 P.M. 



Confidential InformantI Ifurther advised that on September 17, 1942, several 

individuals inquired about the health of Mrs. ^VERNECKE. ^ijeptember 19, 1942, 
according to the Informant, MRS. \7ERNECKE talked to MriJ^ESgsiNI (this wanan 
apparently lives in one of Mrs. "HERNECKE's apartments on Yfells Street). MRS. 
TfERHBCKE told MRS. ROSSINI that on Tuesday morning the case comes up in 6ouftj 
and that she is just waiting to see v/hat happens. She said that it will be a 
little hearing Tuesday and then it will probably be set for another time. 
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The Bureau is -advised that the above information furnished by | | covers> a 

period from September IS, 1942, through September 20, 1942. 
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ani 



advised 



In connection vdt^^the above-captioned cas^^i^ 

that onSeptember 15. 1942, at 1 P.M. BILL caned'TJearTSbrn 9090 and talked to 
URRlftTBfCOBS. Mrs^^efTATH also talked to lARRT and told him that she had re- 
ceived his letter ^d that he should do- v/hatever he wants to. lARRT said,, 
^me -will go after those fellows and sue them". BILL then talked to lARRI and 
they discussed BILL'S case being set for the 22nd. lARHT told BILL that he had 
talked to CONNCB and it had been agreed that BILL would probably be indicted 
before the case came up for hearing. lARRT said "lou are not going to be 
arrested again, he told me that he vfould let me know and we could change the 
bond over on the indictment". lAREJT then told EELL that he could not ask 
CONNOR too mary questions; and that the best time to talk about what to do 
would be after the indictments vfere returned. 
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,^;i:^Co^nfidQ^tial^ Informant ! [ advised that there was nothing of any Am ^ortang e 
^^-^o report for gept*ember"16--through 21,^ 1942. Confidential Informant 
advised that on September 22, 1942, at 6s30 P.M. MRS. WERHECKE talke 



to 
Mrs. DONATH and made airangements to meet h er over near the Grant Hospital 
at 8:10 P.M. Confidential Informant I I further advised that there was 
nothing of any importance to report forSeptember 23, 1942. 

The above information as -submitted by 'Confidential Informant I I covers 
a period from September 15, 1942; through September 23, 1942. In vie\T of 
the information ias furnished by the above informants in connection with this b 
case, it is deemed advisable to continue their services.* 
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P7R/0P 
25-5976 



Very truly yours, 

A. H. J 
Specia 




in Charge 
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UnitcJt States ^Bpattnxtnt at ifustic^ 

POST OFFICE BOX 812 
CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 



"CCHFIDnillAL - 



October 9> 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C* 

Dear Sir: 



Air. IB. A, T«ixm 
Mr. CIo«g,« 

-^^t^r. Nichols. __,. 
Mr. Rosea „^,, 
Mr. TVaoy .... 
Mr.. C<i;^ort ^,< 
Mr^t?o£fo3^ ^_. 
Mr« H&iidOii , 
Mr, Kr«in«r*i= 
Mr.McGtiire,, 
Mr. QuinuTanun^ 
Mr. Ne«ise»».», 
MUs Gandy. 
Files..-.-.™ 



^-r:'^ 



Re: CCH.FILB 



Jc 



Bae f o lloTri.ng is a summary of information obtained froii^\Confide 
f orman- q 



Confidential Informant 
named JCHN called BILL 



' 




wm 



1 advised that on September 29, 1942, an individual 
ECKE» BILL is to see that party at 10 o'clock 



and he says his mother wanted to know if JCHN wanted to go with him or not» 
BILL doesn't* think it is necessary* 

Confidential fofomant f [ advised that on September 30, 1942, LARR^ JACOBS 

talked to BILlPwERNECKE and Mrs, DCKAIH advised him to call BILL at ffi^iar- 
gate 8824» LARRY stated hevas glad that the new lawyer was hired because 
it would give the case dignity, j^^ 



This Ihfonnant advised that at 1:15 P.M. on the same date BILL T/ERHECKE 
called HrXsUIIH, Pensacola 4551, who was not in and he asked that S1£E1H 
call him back. 

This Informant advised that at 2:i5 ?M. oh the same date Mr, SUIM called 
BILL WEi?NECKE and BILL said he would be dorm there in a half-hour* At 2:30 
P,M. Mrs^^DCNAlH called Mrs, YffiRSECKE who stated she did not feel very well. 
¥xs^ TSERNECKE thinks she is going to have a nervous breakdi5Bm# Mrs» DCKAK 
says BILL is going to see that man now* Mrs, DCMAIH T/ill see her later. 

At 4:30 P,M, BILL called KARCELL long distance, Waukegaii, Illinois, Oatario 
4040, Extention 25* BILL asked if she has a^date toni^t* ^She says no»* 
He Trill be out to see her. 
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Ihe same Informan^advised that on October 1, 1942, 
(phonetic) called^BILL T/JETOl 



Mr.tlHIPPIN, orte. 



fiffian. 



COPIES DESTEQYBT) 
T^5 MAY 26 1961 









^%^ 



BILL stated he was getting financial h elp^ y?/''^''^ 

4/ -^//^— /&3 




JREGORBED 



B 




f 



4^ 







Director , October 9, 1942 



if ran his uncle and'he hasn't been able.to come to a setlemeht^with him as 
yet* fHIPPIN^ thinks he cai do him more good than any other guy in tomi be- 
catase he knows him and knows all the angles and loaovrs/the kind of a defense 
that has to be made* BILL says he iill keep^him in ndnd. 

The same Informant advised that ai Octobef. 2/^942, BILL called Judge LUKE«S 
Court and talked to JCHirJ J(2IN 'said he would oaeet hlm'^'at II A Jl. ' 

* * 
At 11:50 A. ii. en the same dayjUis, VffiRNECKE called Mrs* .DONAK and said that 
SMIIH wants tiie $1,500*00 right-away* Mrs* DCNAra says tha^t is awful* 
TfEENECKE stated she thought because there is a $5>000*dO cash bmd they 
th'ink they .can get it. She is going to try and fix that by having her 
property put. upland gettingher cash back*^^ Mrs; DCNAffi cannot understand 
how they can punish pobr Innocent BILL, like that* Mrs* DCKABI says he is 
lOOjS American for the good of his "country* 

Inasmuc h as t he infomatipn presently being received from Confidential In-* b7D 

formant^__Jis of considerable value to the successful prosecution of this 
case, it is recommended that his services be continued for the present; 



yery truly yours, 



JWK:DB . SpeciaiA^ent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



ThIscaseoriginatedat CHICAGP3 JUMOIS 



FILE NO. 98-107 



-t 



rs>ort made at 



pATEV/HETl MADS 



tBMD RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 10/6/42 



l>ER;ODrOR 
WHICH MADE 

9/E/42 



TITLE 



GECaOE JCJMASCH, vdth. aliases, et alj 
^miilAlI^-EWECKB,. with aliases* 



|lE3>ORrMApEBY 

HERM&N. WAITER MDmS. 



CHARACTER OP CASE 

SABOTAGE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



SYNOPSrs OF rACTSt 



Signed statement of CHARLES HSHRY 
^HEDLER set forth denying use of 
aliases or that he had corresponded 
Tdth P^Uey: Publisliers* Denies 
correspondence YriLth CHARLES BRAHDEL 
\ CRATE, secretary, C^^adian Union of 
^Fascists, Toronto, Canada* Denies 
aiQT knowledge of aims and pwposfes 
of Allied Christiarx Management Amgr, 
Dl^nies correspondence vdth Ki Kltuq' 
Klan» Advises that J). PAUI^felCHTER 
is loyal, patriotic citizen* States 
RICHTER is not ordained udnister* 
BiOTs nothing about RICHTER*S activ- 
ities, source of income, non-existent 
churches and has no knowledge of pen 
names used by RICHTER* 
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EEEJERENCE: 



DETAIISj 



Teletype to Chicago Field Division, 
dated September 2, 1942* 

Teletype froa Chicago Field J)ivision, 
dskted September 2, 1942/ 

AT HEFfAIGO, ICTCHIGAH 

The following signed statement was secured by 
the wdter from CHARLES KEIEt^HEDm oh September 2, 1942, 
The orifoual statj^ent was forvyarddd to the Chicago 




APPROVED AND- 
FORWARDED:, 



spfiCiAuAoeNr 



^Cj ^MM ^ J^^ „W;g6 1S6I ■ 

'^^<i4-'* ^^\ ^COPIES OP THIS REPORT - > 



23!f 



DO NOT WBITE IN THOSE SPACl 




ft ^ 

2 - Grand Rapids 



JUSMGUm 






irH- 



IL . V- 



4 o(^^8im 

.^ aV _ 






TTP- 



0; *, «OT«Un(j»t >»»T0f4 OffTM:* 7*-2034 







1 



'■^ 



r.*;^ 



t^"* 

/^_>/ 



V 



(Grand Rapids file 98-107) 

Field Division, Septeraoer 2, 1942, 



Septismber 2> 1942 



«I, Charles Hepr^ Hedler, of Hewyagoi Mich, make .the f ollovdjig 
TO*itten statement to Ileman ¥• I&ddox, who h&s made himself Jcnomr to ne 
ip be a Spebial Agent qt the B^ederal Bureau of Investigation* X know ~ 
that I do not have to nake this stataient tut I nake it vcluntarily 
and it i0 ristde -withotit f eai: on my part andl n^ithout threats from anyone 
and knovri.T)i^ that the same might be used ,agairist ae# 

ttx am a retired Methodist preacher and I retired in 1333» t 
pres.eiatly live ^t Ifciajago, Mich., and have dived here fdt the past foxir 
years* I formerly resided in and iaround Chicago for a period of thirty 
years* For a number of yearjs I iras not active as a minister for redspns 
of health.^ I i^orked for a htmber of years for the Oraclcer- Jack Gompany ^ 
in Chicago^ I held numbers of appointments in various methodist churches- 
1 retired in 19S8 irm my preaching dutie^ l^ecause X reached tho, retire- 
njint age* 

^During the past tv/enty ye,ajrs I have knovm E» Paul Ri<;l^ter* I 
first met hiiR at Villa Parkj, ill. fie Qme, put from Chicago to h6lp the 
village board in th^ jaatter of sewage disposal* He claiJied to Have 
knowledge qf engineering. I^om that time on J savr E* Pmxl Eicht?r off 
an4 on until two years ago* The iast ti^e I savr him- he was in Chicago. 
Vfy \Yife yraB in the hospital there and I -went to se<? Richter. I had t^ade 
s. loan to him in 1928 which he h:^d failed to pay back. I needed the 
money and tried to collect it froci him* He stated that h^ did not havfe 
the money* This is the last time 1 j^aw h?ir and I tiave not .heard f rod 
him 5ince that tlae* I da not know what kind of work he was engaged ±h 
the last time 1 saw him* . 

« 

"Broring 2^ association with Richter I always found him to be a 
loyal and. patriotic piti^en. I have rtev^v. heard him. make an un-Merican 
statement pr aiiy statement that cpold be cgnsidered suc^versive* Richter 
was an individual who always had ^oie pitin to help *he fe3io^ir who wasn't 
getting alon^well in life or wasn^t getting along well in business* He 
organi2€fd theWerican Rangers, Inc*^ aboiit 1924 or 19^5. This organisa- 
tion existed tnbh'^and^ supposed to be cooposed of young men and have for 
its purpose to aid m the eleotipn of public officers wfco would be 
opposed to Cocpiiinism and anything that was uhrAnerican. I prpsune that 
I belonged tq that, organization although I d^d not attend any of its 
meeting* Richter told no I was- a member* Richter organised the Christ^ 
ian Evangelical Ixttheran Church. This was purely a religious mpvemetit 
^as far as I know and wa^ started ai?put 4 years agp. I was notified by 
ilichter that I had been made a member it I never attended any meeting and 
did not even answer Richter 's letter ab put it. I do not Joiorr just whs^t 
the aims and purposes of that 035g^)satibn was and I have never heard 
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aiiymore about it sdLnce the letter received frm Hicht^r* I have no 
knowledge of th^ Ch3dstian Hnistry GolleGe. I do/not ta^ow wh^th^p 
Bichter- organized such a cojiege or not* I presurc that Rl^chter started 
the^lied Christian Management Amy* I have heard of the organisation 
but X cannot say jusft what the purposes and aiiaa were, it 1 ever be- 
longed to that organization I do not know anything about it* As far aS 
I khp\t this organization had no WLg^t to ordain ministers* As f ar ^ I 
know Eichter has never h^een a re^arly ordiained ninister. I never heard 
of his being an ordained lainistor* If he has evqr been ordained I have 
no knowledge of the fact* During the years i knetr hoxi he never had a 
phurch* If he has^ as^ churches cr ornanizaticns &t th??, present time J 
do not know what tneir^ origin is or what the purj^ose of the sasie would 
b.e* I <io not know what source ot income Richt^r has* During the years 
I knew hiro, I of ten= wondered trtiet^e he got his livihg* He di4 not liay^ a 
job^^ except for odd jobs now and tHisn* He Tras a peculiJir type of in-^ 
diyidual and his. great objective wa:s always to find seme yfoy; to help 
httianity* It is my c^^iiiion that was the reasons he organi^^d the above 
i^t^ted nbvera^nts but I ivas never able to see how one mbvenient would aid 
the other* 

«I have nevej^ heard of Riohter using the name of Phi3JLip^3|ichards* 
I have never used that ji^$. I have never used any other ntoe than my 
own :and as far as I know Bichter has neve? used any ipame ptner tha^ his 
oivn* I h^ave never cprr^sponded ;with: the Peiley publishers of Ashville, ^ 
ir# rCt I ta\ow nothing about th^ Peljey Publishers or the ^Silver Shirt" 
movement • I never corresponded with thea at any time about anything and 
% kno^T nothing about ther cooperation of the Allied Christian Management 
Anay being offered to the Pelley Publishers and I have nevei* written to 
then for axiy literature* Jf anyone ha^ ever us^d my none requesting 
literature or in t?riting to the Pelley Publishers it has been TTXthout ny 
knowledge and consent* 1 have no kno?*iedge pf ever haviijg served as 
Judge Advocate iS^^npral of the Allied Christian l!ana:ge2ient ^rc^y In 1937 
or any other year^ X did not knoyr the^ organization had such ^>i l.^t"^ 
ard office and 1 icnovr nothing about th^ organization* I h^ve never 
corresponded -with Charles 3randel Grates of the Oanadiati tlnipn of Fascists 
oij Toronto, Canada* J do not knovy airiyone by that nane and I haVe never 
heard of the Canadian Onion of Fascists of Toronto, Canada, if anyone 
has u^ed my naae in waiting to such an organization it has been, without 
Kiy kno^vledge and consent. I have never ackno^fledged receipt of a copy 
of the "Th^derboit«* J do hot kriow irhat tiiat is and I never offered 
any organization the cooj^eration of the Allied Christian Managenent Atoy 
because- 1 never had anything to do vwith the organization* X never sent 
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«* tt 

any person an appHcatiori blaiik f 05 n^berslup in tha|> organization* J 
haye never had argr correspondence pr connectioja mth the Ku KLux Klan 
of Atlanta, Georgia, or ,any^ other place. I could not say whether Eich- 
ter ever: corresponded T?ith s^ch an Organisation or not# Xf anyone ever 
used -my name in corresponcJing y&ih the Ku iCLux Klan at any time At has 
been y?ithout my imowl^dge. or consent. I never tri.ed tp ^icure Eichter 
a* ^position vath the Ku Klibc Klan at ?uiy time or ever try to get- him, a ^ - 
position/mth anyone at axxy tim^. He never asked me to h^lp-^him ex-» 
pept ^fe'n he borrqred a little money from me. 

«I do not know Tirhetheir Riqhtier ever had ar^r :cohneqtioncwith. the 
German-American Bund ii^ Chicagp; or laiTraukee or not. I never heard him 
jaeniiori such a fact and never 'saw anytliihg -which vould indicate that* he 
did belong to s.uch idr^gahizatipn. i, ney^r heard of his being connected, 
Y(ith^ the Ku Klux Klan or his ev<Br havirJg^ peen an organizer for siJich- an . , 
ojjganizattoh* , „ ^ l 

"I do not knoPT what Bichter 1§ doing at ^h'e, present time. ' X* 
has^een over two^e^s sxnqe I: have heard from him. I do not kno^r t?hat 
or^ganizations h§ hals at the pr^s6rit time. X ^^ not a member of apy 
organisations which h^ lia^ at thcpresertt time. I kr^ovr nothing about; 
Richter's Activities or 5^st what he is doing;. 

ttf do not have ^ar^ letters: in ihy possQ^sion ^rjom ^chter and I 
,itio riot have ax^ records ih'mjr ppssessjLon of any orgahizatioh whici\ :gich* 
ter ^ver formed. I have, never had any r^pdr^s of any of his organiza-. 
1/ions. I hav^ xeceived letter^ iron him teliing me that he^ had orgaxri^ied 
this or that organization but I nev^r answered ?uiy of these letters i 

»*X haver r-ead the foregoing statement consisting of .pages num-* 
bergd jt thru 4 and the same is true' and correct, according to ^y knowledge. 
I have^ ;Ln?^tia-l-cd each, page and sign th^ same voluntarily of the date the 
same bears date> in the presence 'of a witness. ' , 



^ 



/s/ Gliarles Henry Hedlei* 



/s/ Herman W* Maddo^ 

Special Agent, p.B.I." 
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ISntieb §tatea ^epnttmettt nf ifuatice 

POST OFFICE BOX 812 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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Mr- Tol«<m,..„^, 
Mr. E, A- Tenxm. 
Mr. CIefirK,„„^„ 




COJPIPBMIAIl 



October 9, 1942 



^l' Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D» C. 



Mr. Nlcliors..^^.,.^ 
Mr. Ros«a -,.^,,,,, 
Mr* Traoy ,,=__ 
Mr. Csct^o^ ,..ys«.- 
Mr. Coffey ....,,,, 
Mr^ Hftud^b , *.,..,., 
Mr. Krma6r,^,^,,.._ 
Mr. MoGuire .... .„„ 
Mr. QainnTamm.„, 
Mr. No<\so-.,... .„„. 
MUa Gandy.-... 



Dear Sirj 



Ihe f o UoYring i s a summa 



Re: CCN FILE 
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formantf 
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try of information obtained from Confidenty^^^^^ 

?'t.IRTT.T. ^ 



4» 



Confidential Ihf ormant T I advised that on September 729, 1942 5bilL .^ ^^7J c^ £ 
V HEEMECKE talked to County Judge iOKE'S Court and aske(p£6r0l0H», the Bail- -p^^^^^' 
il'lV.who was not in. BILL left word that JCHH shouldScalEhS^^vh^ he b7D 



ilT^NWho was not in 
came' in later. 
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BILL left word that JCHN shouldScaliehJffi ^vhen he 

'Same laJormant advised that on September 30, 1942, ISrsi liVEKNEOKE talked 
td^PRIOi^ACOBS. lARRY says he called u^jl^IELT for an appoinlEent but he 
co^dxitt make it today* LARRI says KIELT is s\q)posed to call Sm back 
this'^aftemooh for an appointment tomorrow, lARRI says the case looks 
good. He thinks they may have seme good luck» He guesses they (U» S. 
Attorney) expected it to be_a much tourer case than they thought • He 
asked her to have BtlL. call SmM "srhen he. comes back and'have Silffi call 
LARRY BACK* ^ ' r^r^r^,^fsfv#^^ &f\^>^r^^+\^^ 

On this same day BILL TVEENECKE called his motixer and aslced how she is* 
BUL says they told him the fee -would be Sl,500,00. Ifrs* 7/ERNECKE says 
that isn»t v/hat JOHN told her, 'he said about $500,00»' Sie iays she cahtt' "' 
get hold of JCHN ,any:more today. 

This same Informant advised ;that on October 1, 1942, BILE 17ERNECKE called 
Judge L[IKE«S Court for JOHN^AZZATO* BILL says the lawyers, he went to see 
want. Sl,500*00. He ttiinks he would be better^ off giving LiURRY §700.00 and 
/letting him handle it alone i Mrs. ^VERNECKE talked to/ JCHN and stated that 
she doesn^t, think they shotidi.do anything until they 'hear" from LARRY and. 
.^ether or not he made an appoihianent ^th KEELY.i She says she doesn^t'like 
toisee LARRT get cheated. .She says after all, he has done all the v^ork so/ 
far. She asked who is igoing to take the alderman »s place. JOaN says they 
don;t know yet, it mig'h't'^be LTOER. 
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October 9j 1942 



Same mforiaant.advised that on October 3, 1942, LARRY caUs BIEL wmECKE. 
BILL got that^ftofflCELL things LARRY asked if tiiey have a letter frojjrfRICHiraS 
and a list of things they took* BILL will' drive over with it* BILL says> 
"\yhat is her name might go away ori a vacation so I want to get those sta.te- 

ments out there as socn as I can«" BILL will. see LARRY shortly* 

It 

me same Informant advised that on October 5, 1942, BERIHA talked to Mrs* 
VffiMECKE. Mrs** 17ERNECKE says-she hopes they are getting the ri^t lawyers* 
She doesn't want ahytiilng put over on her. Mrs. WERNECKE stated that the 
search of her house was illegal. All you have to do read the Fourth Amend- 
ment in the Constitutton and you know they have no ri^t to come into the 
house in the first place. BEROHA asked why she let them in. Because BILL 
thou^t they might take her for resistingotherwise. ; She says what, ernes 
has to come but we want to have the best lawyers so rtien it is all over she 
won't feel she didn't have the^.right thing* '' ' ' 

The same Informant advised on OctpW.6, 1942, a Dr./ffiEUTSdl talked to BILL 
VIERNECKE. BILL says his mother has been very sick and that is Trtiy he hasn't 
been over to see the Doctor.. Dr* DEUTSCH stated he has a.he^iig tqd^ and 
is working at the inductim center, Hsa^risto 5315^ part of the time and that 
if lir; JACOBS wants him to be present. at the court for his doctor's opinion 
as to the interpretation of his acts, etc. he should call him up. 

It is to be noted that efforts', are being made to ascertain^ the identity of 
the individual called Dr. DEUTSCH and the Draft Board that.he is connected 
with. - : ,► 

AS t he information, presently being received from Confidential In- 
is considered valuable to the successful prosecution of this ^ 
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forman, , , . ^ 

case, it is recoinaended that his services be continued for the present* 
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^Very truly yours. 




JWK:DB 



A. H.;jCHNaai^ ^^ \ .. ^ 
Special Agent in Charge' * 
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J lvfi5, 19A2 



I*'**** ,!?-^ rn ?-^^ ^» H. y-^*^^ 

'^ I . - •• ■ II T . ^ . II. - 

!'■■' I ' 

I - -^^ I . 

■ ■ "-■ I 

j[ telcpbcaicAlly ccssiKnicated with tpociai /C^nti irt ^har^e Johnson 
pf thpi rhitaco Cffico tb inqtairo -cf kin ■wl:Qt^*er fee >fp9 pocltivo tbat^ Jcaquin . 
timaf Kauffeana iraff aqt-jalljr tbo brpthop of rrs, mMv 1.^7^.* Vq ^fjisfj 
that, t'p0. \alt«r Kappe'.^ Xftthor too beei?. Intorvioxoa end he is pcsitiv© tnai>. 
JOiic,'jin Kcuf fcann. 4o a t^totker oJf Kra. raltor Koppo* To furi^8»r advised r.« 
• that fco wi8 i2cntesplJjtinT a techjical cunrollOaneQ en the Kaui:ffc."xn l!cjio 
einco it 1TQU34 or-?9ar Xo,-ical that if Kappo ccr-g to this ccmtvy ho we^ 
contact tho Kaitfjfcann?, I told fci-n that evcnt^ially w iT»te-'Jc4 ta Sna^niGt ., 
the lioXa to devolo]^ inrcwMff tn eoch poicliiorhoQa whore th©i*o ^ere any ^ ^ 
parsons -wiio »i:;?it bd contacted byaixyono cordnj to this i^ctintsy, but at 
th*3 tlnio I did mt boliove that a technicpj; emoillanc^ of tia Kaufiv-shas ^• 
tfas" warx'fihtod. » ^ - , 

lid advi5ol"tK^^tH^.£nniec*^s invostis^ticn la procoodltir, alcn^ V|rjr 
nicely and that tj-.q san nhb haTchS^cTof tho^ orscnizaticn crdripin^ iSifai^t^l^ 
is ^rdbahly violating m ^^eiltiwi ^ct mi 50voral porcona ptt)^»-iy tdH 09 
arrested in conncctlcn iifith this in.T09ti*:atipn. To further advised that the;)!*, 
had bQ^od, to arrcj?t rqwiocka to^y» >tit ar© i;rithboldin.-j such action i» owlo^ , 
to doVQlop cora infcrnation cli, hk» i:a. statoa thoro eecris to I* a. str^njr ; 
possibility that rrornocka van rgsponsiblq fcr th(k death of a -sivl Pn hxa 
fam a far ycara «co end that tbo '^hlca-o Offico is also inruitin:; into 
T<otsQd this ennlo* but thoy do Hot dpaira, to. yointorvipr tcrneckQ tnUl all of ■: , 
B A tI^S* atadHary infoJmtion In ccnneotion trith tho curler an^lo end other ^ 
cjegg ea^ ord ia rqn. out, ];e adviaed that tUa pattor ia rc^oivicrj eontinuono 
Gtavin 0x3" oxpcditiquo attention. 

T^dpqctfiilly^ . : 
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Post Office Box 812 
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October 16> 1942 



Director 

Scleral Bureau of lavestigation 

Washington^ S* C. 



0. 



Bear Sirt 



Eat TflLLBU BERNARD TERNECKE, Tdth aliases 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



Reference is made to Bureau .letter dated Septeober 23, 1942 transmitting 
copi'e's of a letter dated September 8, 1942 received from GEORGE ROBERT 
->k^VflI' in Trfiich he fjirpishes information ifdth respect- to ELIZABETH 
^"^iLLING and T niiLBM^BHNECKE an d requests that he be paid as an Informant 
' for the information furnished 'this office from time to time in the past. 

MR* BROWM called at the Chicago Office at which tdjae this mattel: "was 
discussed -with him and although it was felt that the infonnation 
furnished by him for the past several years from time to time jwas not 
pertinent, it Tras felt desirable to compensate him in the amount of 
|lO«00. A receipt was obtained for this coinpensation* 



yours. 



EH:CH 
25-5976 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

THISCAS^pRIGlNATEpAT CHICAGO, IJiLlKOIS 



/ 



FitJE:No.,25-.5976 



REPORT MADE AT 



CHICAGQ, ILLilTOIS 



DATE WHEN MADE 



1(3/Z5/4Z 



PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE. . . 

9/23;10/22/42 



REPORT MADE, BY 

LEO H. ERUTKIN 
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CHARACTER OP CASE 



WILLIAM. BERKABD 11;ER1JECKE> vrtth aliases 



SELECTIVE. SERVICE 



^:>* 



NORMftlP PETERS, reference f or. "RERNECKE to Moody Bibtl*^^5iijbut^, 
in signed sta:fceiiient oouid not recall ever TTriting ^if^lioocfy 
^i'ble institute concerning JfERHECKE* PETERS met TffiOKSC^ xxi 
1940 at America First meeting and has seen hin only^l?ev;^Lm©s# 
He never associated with. TIERKEOT3 and knows nothjjag abcJcft his 
personal background. PETERS denies Imowing TORIIECKE >and family 
for eight years i ^PETERS met SICHTBR and attended on© oflirCHTER's 
church meetings* lOECHTER asked PETERS if \PETERS wanted to be 
a, minister* PETERS rel^ised, USA ^dvised that hearing before 
US Cbimaissionei^, Chicago, was postponed to 10/30/42 by agroe-f 
iaent with subject's attgx'ney* 



SYNOPSIS OF Js-ACTS: 



REFERENCE.: 
PETAILS: 



Report of Special J:gont isa Hv ERUTKINi Chicago,, Ill^ois^, S? 
dated 16/6/42* " - ^ - -- 



At Chicago^ Illinois: 
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It has previously been noted that NORMAN J^TERS was a reference 
for WILLIAM \7ERNECKE Tfhen T/i?HlNEGIE applied for acceptance as a student at 
the Moody Bible Xnstituteri Itoder date of Septentoer 23, 1942^ NORMAN PJSTERS 
wis interviewed by Special Agent SAMUEL B» BLASKEI and fuirdshed the follow- 
ing signed statement, the original of which is being retained in the Chicago 
files: 

"Chicago, 111* 
Septeniber 23, 1942 

«!, NORMAN PETERS, freely and voluntarily make the following 
signed statement to Samuel B» Blaskey, whq is Jcnown by iae to be, a 
Social jigent of -fche .Federal Bureau of Hnvestigation. He has made 
no threats or prpmises to me to cause me to ffigh this statement, and 
ha^ advised, me that I do not have to joake this statement and that 
whatever I do say i^iag- be used against me in Court* 

^I reside at 7722 S» Oglesby Avenue,, Chicago, telephone 
South Shore 9245, and am employed by my brother, Ered Peters, who is 
in the business of dealing in welding supplies at 2612 South Indiana 
Avenue, Chicago, telephone Calumet S613» I was born on AP^^i^ 2^> 
^904, at Cleveland^ Ohio* I am single and reside with ,ny parent^* 
i regis tewd with Sele.ctive Service Bdard 91 arid have been classified 
in 4?.F# X am a member of no brgahizationSj^ although I am a meinb.er of 
the Second Presbyterian Church at 20th arid llichigan, Chicago^ 

^Jn the spring of 1941, I attjsnded a meetirig Pf the itoerica, 
Mrst Committee at the Auditorium Bieatre, in order to hesx towrence 
Denriis speak* I am not a merabet* of this organitsation^ iior have I 
ever be^n» I enjoy hearing speeches and was interested In what the 
America Hrst Coimnittee was doing* I also attended meetings of the 
Citizens « Ccmmiittee to Keep America Out of )7ar for the same treasons* 

«}?hile at the above mentioned America First meeting,. I 
remarked to the man sitting near me ±a. the same box that the? speaker 
(lawrence Dennis) was good# This man agreed with me, and introduced 
himself w Mr* Biohter* Ha told me he was operatlrig cooperative 
chain stores and that he. had a religious group that held servicer 
every .S\&day at their place on Mohawk Street ne^ar North Avenue ♦ He 
asked )m to attend his church services. About iwo weeks later, on a 
Sunday, I did attend one of them. Richter read chapters arid verses 
out of the Bible arid all present sang hyans# 1. did not see William 
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Weraecke theito* I mei Ered Brown, Martin Carlson^ Ited Baker* 
Richter said t^o m^ then that a lot of ^vhat- Iftwence Dennis had said 
at the JtaeficA Jlrst meeting wis trjUfii* Richter asked lae %1 1 ^ould 
like to, fe^cooe a jiainister., He said ha would like to have ine becoiie 
one. He said his reason was thai the cd6perative stores system iwis 
for church people only* Ife told me he vms a minister. H3 did; not 
say ifhat 1 would have to do to 'become a minister o j* who would ordain 
ne# I declined because I was too busy with r^r jiob to spend extra time 
in any organization^ 1 never returned to any more .meetings of Richter »'s 
church*. I was always too tired from. work. 

"One day in^ 1959, j was leaying Biver^ew Amusement Park and 
was looking for a ^lace where X could buy a glass of hder,* and the oiLly 
place that wadn^t too crowded was Ifeus Vaterland at 38.55 N.; JJestem 
Ayehue. i; .returiied Jhere during 1939 and 1940* to hear speeches and 
see toovies. I had repjiested to be placed on their inailing list., I am 
not a member of the German ^ri<San Bund^ nor have i ever been. Ohe 
movies I sawoften were German jaovies. I also* purchaseci seyeral 
inexpensive pamphlets at the counter there wher^ pamphlets^ Idaflets,^ 
and papers were sold. 

^At 0^^ of the Ameilca Krst Cammittee meetings about two years 
ago, William Wemecke introduced himself to me isaying he had seen me 
at several meetings of America lirat tod Citizenk*^ Committee* That 
introduction took place at the table where America Jlrst literature 
was soid# » was iipt selling any of that .literature^ In the spi^iiag 
of 1?41> he told me he was going to ;joln Moody Bible Institute and 
said that he jtxeeided a f eW references and stated that he would be glad 
to have my name as a reference. I signed my najjB* on a, paper that he; 
had there, and ail that I can remember seeing oh the paper is Mopdjr* 
r did not read what I signed. That took place a;t an^ imerica First 
feeting. Ifernecke told me he wanted^ to study reld^iori to learn 
Christian ideals. That is all he said. 

"I do not recall ever receiving any communication Jfrom lipody 
Bible institute 'nor 4q I recall ever writing to them about ax^hijigt 
If aiQr paper states that I haye, known Wemecke for eight years, it 
is not true. I hs^ve seen him only 4 or 5 times in the last two years, 
and then only at meetings of imeripa Firat or Citizens* Committee. 
i have never seen him, ary other place. Nor ar6 we members of the 
same church, and if any papeir states that Uernecbe and I belong to 
the sane churchy it is untrue. 1 do. not know where TTernecfce ajesides, 
except that it is. on the north side* I do not know whether he is 

- 5 « 
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married or single, nor do X^ovr any ^6ther member of ^ his family* 
Except for the facie that he told me he trns in the real estate business,, 
I dp not kna?r vrtet his business is. .We have never coirespondeA nor 
spoken to each other over the telephone* I do not knpvr. whe^ther or not 
he- ever travelled to a foreign cpimtcy or to any pax^t o£: this country* 
J do not icnovt v^b^ther or not he, .ever supported ar^y church, either^ 
spirituajjjr ov f inanoialiy^ if; any document, sets forth that 1 do loxofr 
these things, i;hiit document contains false statements. 

,«JC have never received any literature fvom, Werhepke except. 
Amsr^iqa First Gommitt^o v,ii,t©rature, irhich he gave to me* I have 
nB-TBV heard 'him say ,ar«rbhi3c^. about* the selective service laws* 

"1 Haye read^ the, a>ov:6 statement, axid have numbered and initialed* 
i^each of. the -SQven pages ♦- The statement is the truth. 

/ (signed) NQSMMliEIBES 

/ ^' " " 

(signed) SAMDEE B* BIASliBI 
Specisa Agent, JFyB*!^ 
Chicago, jCLi»P 



On October 22, 1942 Assistant Unlte4 States attorney JOHN !!• KlELY telephonically 
advised -that the he^aring before the United States Cbmmissioneri^ CMcago> was 
postponed to October 36> 19^ by agreement Ydth subject* 5 attorney* 
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iHe&eral iButeau of innsatiQatxan 
^niisDt §iatea depart ment nf 2J«Btic« 



POST OFFICE BOX 812 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 
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October 23^ 1942 
PERSONAL AND CONfISSiJ^SS' 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C* 



o_ 



RE: ^YILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



ATTENTIBN: MR^ ED FITCH 



Dear Sir: 




^Confidential Informant ] | covering a period "^ b7D 
from October |,. 1942^ to October 4> 1942> had nothing pertinent 
to report • " .. U^ 

It is recommended that coverage by Confidential t 

Informant | | be continued* - .^.^^'^^^=^^ -.--'r^,^'\^^p\\s\\T 

Veiy truly yours. 





.• H* JOHNSON a^ 
SpecialVji^nt in Charge 
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Chiqago, Illinois 
October 26, 1942 





COHFIDEH[nAL 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D» C# 

Attention: ED FITCH 

Dear Sir : 



Mr. Tolson *^j.«, . -— 
jl&r, B. A.Tamia»w-. 
Mr. CIegg.«— .«— 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Tto^en . 
Mr. Tracy- 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Coffoy.. 
Mr. Hcndon .„..--- 
Mr. Kramer . «-.-*••:• 
{ Mr.McGujrc.-.-.,.-- 
Mr. QuinnTamm,-., 
Mr. Ifcaso. «--*•—-* 
Miss Gandy 



BE: 



mULWl BERHOD ^TERNEC 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



?Conf idential Infoimant 
^IfEENECKE called MRS^^NAIH and 




l^^" 



hlD 



advised^that 'on October 5, 194J 

^_™_-_^_ iRS^^^QNAIH and TRTOIE, requesting TRUDIE to lype a certain 
paper iSd have ft i^eady toni^t because he had to have it for tomorroFT* 
From the conversation it appeared that MRS. DONAUi got angry at BILL >- 
WERNECKE and threw seme paper into the fire whidi he now wants TRUDIE 
to type over again. TRUDIE said it would take hours and she has a date at 
7:00 P.U. However, BILL TffiRNECKE finally prevailed upon MRS. DONAK to 
get TRUDIE to type this paper. 

Biis same infomant advised that on October 7, 1942, LARRW'^COBS 
called MRS. DONAffi and asked how he could get in touch with BILL. He said 
he wanted to see him about a witness he was to get for the trial. He 
wouldn't tell MRS. DONATH the name of the ifritness. He said he would tell 
her when he saw her. MRS. DONAM says BILL left five minutes ago. 

i^. On this same day, according to^^^^^idential InfoimantJ [ UBsMril^4^^ 

.. ^RNECKE c alled BERTHA. MRS,* WERNECKE saj^the psychiatrist toTcTaiem. about" 
a case very much like theirs and all that happened was — the man was sent" 
back to the draft board and re -classified. MRS. TJEHNECKE says, "Ihey are 
so busy over there with their dirty work. Ki^ have done so much they are^ b7D 
so jammed up. I told them the day th^ were here that they should send those 
fellows to- the anay. You know that those guys aren't in the service becaxise 
th^ love it. Ihey are there because they don't want to gorinto the aiB^r. 
Any man, any cripple SO years old could do what they are doing easily. Ihey 
could do it better and with^much more dignily. Ihey opened up their eyes 
when they found that W. Vf^^IBI was in it." 




^ Later on the same day Confidential Informant l l advis^ that 
^JTOHN conversed with ,MRS. TfERNECKE. She says she went down to^SiillH'S 

office today. JOHN says everything looks pretiy good. She says "LARHT 

went over and it was continued.? 
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October 26, 1942 



Confidential Infoimanl l I advised that on October 10, 1942 
BILL WERNECKE called LARKT JACOBS* LARRI said he made arrangements for 
BILL to see SMIIH today. LARRI asked if he saTrJmRCIE* BILL called her 
and it is okay but he vriH call her to see vrhen she can c()me in to see him# 
LAERI wants to talk to her because he -wants to find out from their line 
of questioning "vrhat th^ are trying to do# He says he knows Trtxat the 
F#B#I# has been tiying to do and noifr he irants to find out what someone 
else has been carrying on. BILL will call him t<xaorrow. 



:b7D 



Confidential Informant 



advised that on October 14, 1942, 



b7D 



JOEU called HRS. YffiRNECKE and says he called to make Him feel good. 
^AROUSO (phonetic) is here with me now. He gave me s<xae good news again, 
very good." JOIN says «He' told me it looks better and better all the time." 
MRS. WERNECKE says she feels better after hearing tti^t. 



.^ 



Confidential Infoiman1| [advised that the conversations herein- 
above mentioned took place from October 6, 1942 to October 16, 1942. 

Inasmu di as the infor mation presently being obtained from Confiden- 
tial Informants I I is considered valuable to the successful 
prosecution of this case, it is recommended that their services be continued 
for the present* 



:b7D 
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Yours-^srcOy 




^r^t'^t^/^-^^'^^ 



ON A/ 
t in Charge 
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IRj^lijeral igutJ^au of InuMtisatton 
Hnxfe& §f atM 9i?parf m^nf of ifuatiti? 

POST CPPIGE BOX 812 
Chicago, Illinois 
October 31> 1942 






FBRSCSfAL MO OOllFIDEafTIAL 



Director 

Pederal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, b* C. 

RE: TnOLIAM BERNARD^EHHECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



Mr. Tol«on..„.«. 
Mr. K. A. Tftmm, 
Mr, Cl«f;^ ..„.«. 
Mr. G^VTia. 

T<tr. Niebo!«....>.». 

M2> Boa en «,, «<.,._.« 
Mr. Tracy „„*^ — •. 
Sir. Carson .......... 

Jlr. ColTcy,. ««-.«, 
Mr* Jlondon .«.—_- 
Mi^ Ksjxdt^r.^u..... 

Mr- IJ' 'ituU© ..,.^.... 

Mr. C:*^xaTamm.-, 
Mr* !iS<i^tido <.._...*.... 

3^^^ QiiiSk6;:f^ 



I. 



1 







ATTENTION: MR* ED FITCH 
Dear Sir: 



pjc-^^ 







(Confidential Informant J J advised that f rcaa October 
/a6, 1942 to October 19ri9Srnothing pertinent to this 
case was developed. 




.Confidential Informant [ J advised that nothing pert- 

aevel< 



inent to this case T/as 
to October 25, 1942* 



.oped frcM October 19, 1942 



;b7D 



:b7D 



However, inasmuch as the information vdiich has been 
received from the above named confidential informants 
has been valuable to the successful prosecution of 
this case, ^it is recommended that their services be 
continued for .the present. 

Very truly yoursj 




100^5976 



^4NJS 



Special Agent incha: 
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THIS IS FBI WASH DC 0711 



FBI CHICAGO 11- W2 10-50 AM MG 

DIRECTOR * , 

DRINK. WILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE WA SELECTIVE SERVICE, USA ADVISES CASE 

WILL BE PRESENTED TO GRAND JURY, CHICAGO ON NOVEMBER TEN, NINETEEN' FORTY 

BIO. 

JOHNSON 
ACK AND 'HOLD _, 

ll-ii9 AM OK FBI WASH DC BLH '"kPi/Zf ^ H l^'^ 
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HxF:IILC 



Vsvezihcv 6^ 1942 



:AC, Chicago 



Dear £ir: 

^erp jQro beic^ returned here»fith the ydllca' copies 
or your letters ot October 31, 1942 In csnncction. with- the 
foUpwinjj cases: 

imt T.IILIAU Bira^':D ir^niiicxri 



'>S!. 



A 



^L 






It appears that those co^lfcs were inadvorfccntly 
f orBrarded to the Bureau, by your of fi.co» 

lourp^ truly. 






Joba Edsor Eoov,er 
HLrcctor 



Mr, Toljson^ 

Mr* B, A.t^nim ^ 

Mc, CI eg 2^.:; ^ 

Mr. LRdd_; 

Mr. KjlclipU^ 

Mr, KosftD ^ 

i''.!t. Tracy 

?tlr . Cars on 
Mr. Coffey 

Mr* Hendon.,.^ 

Mr. Kr«mer 



Diclosiire^ 
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Mt.. HcGuiro 

Mr, QuinnT«m m \ ;i i V 

m„ Gxndv 52 NOV 2 
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FBICHICAGO NOVEMBER 12, 1942 



DIRECTOR 




639 PM CWT 



Q. 



SICK* WILLIAM BERNARD WEftNECKE , MS - SS, GRAND JURY AT CHICAGO, 
ILLINOIS, RETURNED INDICTMENT AGAINST THE SUBJECT TODAY CHARGING HI 
WITH VIOLATION OF THE SELECTIVE Smm SERVIE ACT, 




JOHNSON 



•^'7-36 PM OK FBI WASH DC ALB 



^OOBD^. 
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^i^hi^vixl Butentx of Inui^sfisation 
l^nxt^h §tat0S ^^pnttmtnt nf iKufif tc0 

Post Office Box 812 
Chicago Illinois 



November 7, p.942 



PERSONAL & CQWnBSN TI At 

Director 

Federal Biireau of Investigation 

T?fashington, D. G» 



Dear Sir: 



Attention; M r> Ed Iltd 
4?. 



RE: TfflLLIAlI BERNARD lERNECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 







Confidential infomanb f I advised that nothing 
concerning thiSv case -was developed covering the period from October 25, 1942 
to October 28, 1942. 

y Confidential informant | [a dvised that on October 21, 1942 

IDA;"JURGUS0N had the following conversation with MRS. VflSRNECKE* MISS JURGUSON 
stilted that MR, HAAS (iffiS. "RERNECKE'S former enployer) asked her to call. 
BILlS^NECKE, v ftio ansvrered the phone, advised his mother had been seriously 
111 Since the i?BI men vrere at their house. BILL said he has two lavyers rep- 
resenting hLm, namely, YL W. SMITH and JACOBS. BILL said he v.'as ordained tTdce; 
that'^he is a minister, and attended a Christian lanLstry College. He advised 
he had been a minister for the last three, years. IDA suggested a man who 
might be able to help MRS. V/ERNECKE* His name^ is MR« 
Boulevard 0284, and he resides at 53S1 TSfentworth Ave 
call him and arrange to go out and see him. j 



:b7D 




This same informant^^^lalel^hat^H^^^Sr^22, 1942 BILL 1 
UffiRNECKE had the follordng conversation with W. W. SMIIhI SMITH said there 
was a meeting but they would not get ary place over thsre. He said - "It 
looke like they are going to indict and that they will ^o=to the Grand Jury 
with it.H BILL asked if they did anything on the oppression orde "" 
answer was,<»no, I vdU tell you about it Then I see youj^^^ 





On this same date confidential informant[ |advlsed that 

BILL talked to PETErJ^EIBEL, hereinabove mentione'd, and stated that MSS 
JORGESON of the Standard Oil Company referred him to him. GEIBEL ,said that 
he doesn't T/anfc to be a .doctor because he is interested An research. He 

!!bhe Government would have ^picked me off Theri I left them at Warm Springs, 
Georgia, on this infantiie/.para]ysis.«f Then he said - "I was the one 
who left President Roosevelt tvro years ago at Thanksgiving down there. 
COPIES DESTROYED 
' B'85 MAY 2tj 1961 
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Director . . 11/7/42 

Re- Yfilliam Bernard ITernecke 

I did not need him and I told him so. He is no better than you are, liLster* 
Tou are going to find me a little peculiar "vflien you see me. I iras educated 
first in Germany^ Tfhere I had about five years' training. I vrais born and 
raised in this country. I had four years at Ohio State and seven years at 
Mayos, and I -want to stick to ny research." GEIBLE said - "I understand you 
have had trouble Tdth my friends. I have a cousin in that game. I left that 
game. I -was vdth them but I left that game. I know Hoover vrell enough to 
tell him to go to hell. I may be able to give you some assistance on that 
and you can go out and smile at the ^vorld again. I^ talked to Senator Barton 
today and Senator George is going to call me tomorroiv." GEIBLE said he tos 
62 years old noYr. BILL said he vrould be out to see him in the morning • 

It is to be noted tHat efforts are being made to ascertain the 
character and. reputation of the individual referred to as PETER GEIBEL and 
to detemine his nationalistic sympathies. 

This same informant advised that on October 24, 1942 BILL had 
the follo;ving conversation -with MR. SMITH^ his Counsel. BILL stated he iwas 
sorry he did not get in yesterday bat would try to make it Monday. BILL said 
he got a subpoena to the Haapt trial the 26th but they are going to inform him. 
BILL stated he would be down Monday. 

This same informant advised that on October 25, 1942 IDA. 
JURGESON called SYLVIA/ She inquired about MRS'. TERNECKE«S health.^ She is 
suffering quite a bit. IDA said MR. GEIBEL told her that BILL talks too much 
but that he may be able to help him because he knows those people, has had 
lots of dealings and knows how to handle those cases. 

Confidential informant i l advised that the conversations b7D 
hereinabove mentioned took place between October 19, 1942 arid October 25, 1942. 



forma nts 



It is re commended that the above coverage by confidential in- 



be continued. b7D 

Yours trnily. 



JWK:MJ 
100-5976 
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JHeft^ral Sur^au of Jttucjstisattan 

33nif eJi §tatM 3a0partmcttt of Htxatxce 

Post Office Box 812 
Chicago Illinois ,: 



PERSONAL & CQNIJTDBIJTIAL 

DLrector 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

TTashington, D# 0* 



November 14, 1942 




jfJLr* C3«cia, 



3tfr- Xaaa.-^^.^ 

filr. Kkfccls.^ 

ZIr- Roe«a ««..««, 
Mr. IVewy .«„,..„,* 

Mr* Cftrson »k.^.ft««.tt 
Mr. ^ofiEby......,...— 

Mr. Hcndoa »..«..... 

Kr. Krsmcr..*....,.* 






Dear Sir: 



A 



RE: mLLIAM BERNARD^'TORNBCKE - 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



L Confi dential^djif orraant 



] advised that on October 27,^1942 

!t« 



;b7D 



HRSpONATH talked to BILL^RNBCKB and stated that she had tried to^keep 
hiiirout of all the trouble "h6 got into but he vrould not listen to her* 

The same informant advised that on October 28, 1942 MR. GEIBEL 
called BILL "WERNECKE concerning MS, TffiJRNBCKE'S illness* BILL stated she 
Yi^s not feeling so wellv lIRySEIBSL said he had to go dovm to the Director's 
Board meeting of Illinois on'^'the fever for the Stock Yards people ♦ BILL 
stated he Tirould run out to see MR, GEIBEL at 6:00 HI tonight. 

Confidential Informant] pdvised that on-Oc^ober 29^ 1942 

BILL T3ERNBCKE called LARRY/^ JACOBS, one of his atto^ys, -vvho asked about 
lERS. TSERNECKE'S health* iARRY advised that the<h^aring of Billys case be- 
fore the Coimiissioner vrould be, postponed but he" has to appear to save his 
bond. Bill said he Tfould be dowi tomorrovr morning at 10:00 M and vdll 
go over TTith him. 



;b7D 



This same informant advised th^ on October 30, 1942 BILL 
YffiRNECKE had a conversation vdtlMARCIE. Sge sai/d she had a visitor 
yesterday. He asked v/ho and she tepHed^ *^%jK.yMOORE">. She said, they 
just Tfanted to know about the past. /J^;.^ 



n 



M 
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yiCTORY 




On this^ame date the abov8)j^nanied;]^rJ&S^fe advised t]pat WERNECIE 
spoke to a man namedfeiANK. BILL asked* hita^ if "any of those* salesman had beer 
out - '»you know 7fho. Pmean". FRANK said "^S^tr^fPIIL^^icLja^ 
!iARCIE asked about you yesterday so. I though-f i Yfoula teH^^^^ Bni, con- 
tinued by stating - "I v^nt to come, out and see you but*HE dfl^t v;ant tp 
scare you. You are. not scared, are you?'< FRANK sard^^s M^sLj^^ 
to be scared of. I am not doing anything. In f act jy]iKj9&^ 
the cause." BILL said the party *s name -was MOORE.* UEpiys^K^asl^^^^ ho — 
7/anfced to, get the, suit^ fixed up. BILL said - "yes, I Yd.l3^b^out",v 
Bill asked - "Have you seen the big boy?" PRANK said he had not. BILL 
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Director 

Re: V/illiam Bernard YTernecke llA^AS 



said he hadj that he saw everybody and knav/ everything. 

It is believed that the person nained MOORE referred to in 
the above conversation is an agent of the Chicago Field Division, 



Confidential informant | [a dvised that on November 3^ 1942 



;b7D 



a 'tvoraan had a conversation vd.th BILL TiiERNEGKE# Bill said his mother is 
a little better today. She said they are going on their journey pretty 
soon. She said - »*Ylho was that up there at St. Clair that you spoke about?" 
He said, "the sho-e repair man, he is the publisher." She said - "Does ho 
know who you are?" BILL said - "Tell him the man foort/^Father CougKLin." 
She said - «*Vfliat is he, a German?" Bill said, "He might be, 1 don't know. 
He is Father Caighiin*s man up there. He wants me to bring him sane thing." 
She asked - itYihat have they done vdth Father Coughlin?" Bill said - "They 
put a muzzle on him." 

This same informant advised that on November 7, 1Q4Z Bill 
TffiRNECKE called the Tire> Rationing Board and said he had six tires but 
did not own a car. He asked if he had to register. The man replied that 
if he contemplated purchasing a car in the future he v/ould have to register 
Tflien he got the car. 

Confidential informant ! | advised that the conversations 

hereinabove mentioned took place between October 26, 1942 and November 8, 
1942. 



it is recoimiended that the above coverage by confidential 

informant ] | be continued. 

Very truly yours. 



b7D 




A. H. TOHNSON, 
Speciai^gent iri/ Charge 



JM:MJ 
25-59.76 
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IRth^vvil Bureau of JnuMtisaf fan 
Unit JD& §f atM ia^partm^ni nf Sfusf ice 

Post Office Box 812 
Chicago Illinois 



PERSONAL & UUWJb'UUiiiNTiAL 



November 20, 1942 




Washington, D. C 
Dear Sir: 



r 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Attention; Mr^ Ed Fitch> 

RE: YflLLIAU BERNARdHeRNBCKE - (^/- - ^ 

SELECTITE SERVICE ' jvV-//C>J^l ^ 

j^ /^ ^onf idential informant! ~| advised that^on November 10, 1942 b7 
IriRSjJ^NATH had the following conversations ivith BBuiAffiRNECKB. 

BILL said he has had trouble Tdth his car because of the poxir- 
ing ra;5:n' yesterday. BILL asked her if she saw in the paper that JffiS^HAUPT 
saic^^ERDA vrais going \o have a baby# She said yes. He said - "That is 
terrible, and if I had knom that abovtt her, I would not given him a ride 
in ipy car". He thinks that is awful. MRS. DONATH told him not to tell 
his mother and SYLVIA that she: called. 



^.i5 



Confidential informant 
to this case v/as developed covering 
November 10, 1942. 



I I advisecl nothing further pertinent 
tns period -'from Nor ember 7, 1942 to 



:b7D 
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informant 



1 is recormiended that the above coverage by confidential 
be contimed. 137D 

^ ^ RECORD^ 
lours truijy, ^ 
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A, H. J<5HMS0N, 

Special Ajgent in-;Clfirge. 
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DIRECTOR ' /n " 

mm, WILLIAM BERNARd4erNECKE MS SS, ARRAIGNMENT POSTPONED UNTIL^^. 
KgiS^ MONDAY NOVEMBER THIRTIETH DUE TO DEATH OF WERNEGKES MOTHER. 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.G, 

Dear Sir: 



Hovember 2 
PERSONAL AND -COlTriDCailAL 
Attention: Mr. Ed Fitch ^ 



o 



RE: WILLIAil BERNARD WERNECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



JIW. TotooQ .. 

Jfr. E. A-ltaxan.,. 

Mr. a^fSf." 

I<ac. GJftvtn 

^ap. L«ad •— 

Wr. Ntohol».-...-..- 
Mr^Ko«ea„.-*.... 
Mr. Traoy... - 

Mr. C«ra*a ^ry*.^.. 

Mr, Krttcscit.- 



, ^^X^ Mr, XCrtio 
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J advised that on November 11, 1 
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-Confidential Informant^" 
W, W^MTH regarding his case. Bill said that Doctor Deutch was going, 
?/ashington on Friday on a selective service matter and wanted to see Smi 
before he went because he did not knov/ when he would be back. Bill says" he'^'is 
taking some plan there to abolish selective service. He is going to see 
General Hershey regarding some mobilization plan he has. Smith will get in 
touch with Deutch. : 

The same informant advised on November 12, 1942 LARRK^ACOBS called^ill. 
He asked about IffiS. T/EjaJECKE. She is about the same. Lar^ says^he ran' into 
Rev rerid.^,GARLSON last week and he is looking well. Bill sayalie was* over to 
.(sef HAN^ and he is leaving for Washington with some plan to^afeolish 
sfe^ctivd service • He has examined eighteen thousand fellows now a^ he.^claims 
selective, service is a failure. Bill says Deutch wants to see^^Smith before 
he goes. Larry will arrange it. Larry asked if he has testiMed far the 
Government yet. Bill does not think they want him. Larry says to tell Mrs. 
Sch^rf he lias the check for her and to tell Ernie to ttiink of a lot of fellows 
that he v^ould want to use as witnesses when his case does come up to prove 
that he Is a. citizen. Bill asked if Larry sawthat picture the Tribune publish- 
ed of Mayor Kelly speaking under the swastika. Bill says he has some pictures, 
of Kreutgen the Postmaster speaking at a swastika decked table, and he has 
some of Senator Tidings at the Germania Club. Kreutgen sat at the table with 
the Geriran Consul and the German Military Attache and everybody and the s^vas- 
tika was all over. Larry says to bring him the pictures. 

This same informant ^advised that on November 13, 1942 LARRY JACOBS caied 
Sylvia and asked about Mrs ;Wemecke. She is not very well today. He asked if 
Ernie is out of tovm. She says jn^sl^ He ^says he thought he could be thinking 
about who he could get and ^hai 'ihey would testify ^toi that would do, him some 
gQQ<^ *o show he never intended to-do anything" o^er than be an American citizen. 

g6DECl619 
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Director 11/27/42 - RE: VJILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE 



She asked if it should be someone he knew at that time, Larry says at that 
time and later. She asked if he could get a couple of continuances* He v/ill - 
do his best* 

The same informant advised that on November 14, 1942 W. W, SMTH called 
Bill and asked if he saw the Tribune, Bill said yes* Smith says Monday they 
will have to go in there and sign the same bond. Smith said that he had a nice 
talk with that doctor yesterday. 

Confidential Informan H [ advised that the conversations hereinabove 
mentioned took place between November 10, and November 15, 1%2* 

^It is recommended that the above coverage by Confidential Informant 137D 

I I be continued* 



Very truly yours, 




Special AgeBft in Charge 
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FBI CHICAGO 11-30-42 1-21 PM 

DIRECTOR (3 / , -^ 

m, WILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE, SS» ARRA'IGIENT' CONTINUED TO DECEMBER 

THIRD NEXT ON REQUEST OF DEFENSE COUNSEL: f*-* SMITH TO GIVE TIME TO 

DRAW UP A MOTION REQUESTING CHANG%pF .VENUE'TO ANOTHER JUDGE BECAUSE 

OF THE MENTION OF THE SUBJECTS NAC lA^ TJjEjJREASON TRIAL. BEFORE JUDGE 

CAMPBELL BEFORE WJOM SUBJECTS TRIAL IS" PRESENTtyj SET TO BE HEARD* ^ 
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January 23, 19ii3 



MEMOEANDUM FOR MR. D. M. 
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If 


« m *■ J, 


C-287 


Mr. 
Mr, 


Tolson 




E. A. Tamm . 


* 


Mr- 


Cleee 




Mr. 
Mr. 


Glavin 




Ladd 




Mr. 


Nichols 




Mr. 
Mr. 


Rosen 




Tracy 




Mr. 
Mr. 


Carson 




Coffey 




Mr. Hendon_ 
Mr. Kramer^ 
Mr. McGuire. 
Mr. Harbo 



Yfhile taHcing v/ith Assistant SAC Hosteiiy of the Chicago Office 
on other matters, I made reference' to the attached memorandian relative 
to the discontinuance of the technical surveillance on VJilliaiJrTfernecke 



Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele, Room 

Mr. Nease 

^Beahra 

ady / 



I told Hosteny that it is the Bureau's irnder standing that SAC 
Drayton v/ants to keep this apartment available for future use in cormection vnL-fch 
technical surveillances and that he suggested that agents of that office be allov/ed 
to stay in this apartment in order to keep it v/ithin the Bureau's control. I advised 
that this would be perfectly all right with' the Bureau on the condition that the 
agents paid their o\iti rent; -that the Bureau could not have two single agents living 
there and pay the rent for them. 3^ advised that this would be more disagreeable 
than having a vacant apartment. I told him that if two agents of that office needr 
a place to live, that since this place already has some furniture in it, it would 
be just as good to them as living in a rented room, so therefore, they could divide 
the rent between them and each pay §3^.'50 a month. I told him that the Bureau could 
not be in the position of indefinitely paying the rent for two agents. 

Hosteny stated the only trouble with this arrangement is that il'the agents 
Iwent out to look for a place to stay, they would not pick this location; that they 
'would go to some plac.e more convenient; that this just isn't a spot that an agent 

would go to look for a place to live, so, therefore, they might be somewhat reluctant 

to pay §3^.50 to live at this place. 

Hosteny stated that this is an ideal spot for a technical surveillance; that 
it is centrally located; they have lines ruiming in there; it is all ready to go vfhen 
they need another technical and they would like very much to keep this place if / 
possible. ^ • // 

I told Hosteny that in view of this, I would see what could be done about it 
and he would be advised. 

Respectfully, 
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1/29/43 2:15 PM I J 

ADDENDUM: Pursuant to the request of Mr. Tamm, I contacted the Chicago 
Office arid spoke with Special Agent Dennis. I told Dennis that it was 
decided that the- above apartment should be rented for another month and 
at the end of this time, the Bureau should be contacted again for further 
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DIRECTOR 
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Call: 3:45 pm 

Dictatedr 9:45 am,li-21-43 
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January 20> 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR.- 



Mr. Carson^ 



Mr. Drayton^ 




Mr. Quinn Tamm 
kir, Hcndon ^^^ 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Karbo ^ 
T«l«. Room . 



.S^C Iferayton called fwrn (^cagp .to advise that pur tech- 
nical surveillance covering T /illiam Wemeck e was discontinued 
Monday,, January 19, 1943*^ ' ^' ~ ^ 



Tour Room ^ 
Mr. Kea»o^^ 
Mr. Treey . 



Ml»a Boahm 
Mil* Candy 



At this time Mr. Drayton pointed "but. that a special plant that 
has^ been maintained by the Chicago Office at 1521 Shennln St. for a 
rental of §65 per month is no longer operating and there is no immediate 
need for the premises*/ He felt, howeVer, that in view of: the strategic 
location of this apartment and further in vview. of the difficulty in 
obtaining space: in the Chicago area: >at. .this time that it would be .advisable 
to continue our; rental on that apartment for a fe^f additional months, in 
order that we may be equipped to" handle any additional surveillances 
•■that are likely to become necessary in that area*. Drayton Stated that 
-although .he has no specific, surveillance in mind .at this Aim4 he feels 
that the extreme difficulty iii obtaining space, shoiiLd such become 
necessary in the near lUture, would' warrant our holding the apartment 
for a few more months. He also suggested that if the Bureau is opposed 
to renting the apartment and havings it vacant, consideration could be 
given to having an agent or two occupy the premises in order to keeplit 
within the Bureau's controls 

ACTION: Mr. -^Drayton was advised that this matter would; be 
presented to you arid ithat since pur present lease on the; premises does not 
expire for more than a month, .he would be riotif ie^d as to the prdcedure. to * 
be followed irilth respect to the continued rental of the plant site. 



Respectfully, 
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^ 




-r 



G. Fitch 
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December IS, 1942 
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iniULM BERNARD ^TERKECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



As you mil recall, Vfilliam Bernard Wernecke vras 

indicted by the Federal Grand Jury at Chicago, Illinois, on • ■ 

November 12, 1942, charging him vath violation of the Selective Service 
Act. On December 14, 1942, the Chicago Held Division advised that 
Tfemecke yfas granted a cnange of venue from Judge Campbell and the case 
was reassigned to Judge John P. Barnes* Wernecke was arraigned hef ore 
Judge Barnes and entered a plea of not guilty, and trial was set for 
Februaiy 15, 1943. 

Reference is made to my memorandum of September 4^ 1942, yiaerein 
you were advised that investigation revealed that Wernecke was one of the 
first persons contacted by Herbert Haupt, executed Geiman saboteur, follow- 
ing his return to Chicago from Germany, Haupt spent considerable time 
with Wernecke during the short time he was in Chicago prior to his appre- 
hension; however no evidence was obtained daring the investigation of 
Haupt to indicate that Wernecke fUmished him any aid-oi^assistance prior 
to Haupt' s apprehension. 

Haupt stated that Wernecke famished him \dth a blank to be 
used in becoming an ordained minister of ihe Christian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and suggested that Haupt join the Allied Christian Management Army 
of -riiich organization Wernecke claimed to be an ordained minister. Wer- 
necke likewise- gave Haupt advice as to iicni to feign poor physical condition 
at the time of his physical examination. 

Wernecke was born January 21, 1907, in Chicago, Illinois, and has 
resided there most of his life.. He is a former mooaber of the German-American 
Bund in Chicago and yras former manager of the Aryan Book Shop at Bund* Head- 
quarters in Chicago. He is known to have received and distributed anti- ^ 
Semitic and pro-Nasi literature ^rom the Deutsche KLchte Bund in Germany. 
He also admits having taken (5tto Willumeit and George Froboese, leaders of 
the German-American Bund in Chicago/ to Nevr York in December, 1938. On one jj/U^ 
occasion he is kho^m to have exhibited a memberdiip card in the Krd-ghts 
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Memorandum for the Director Page 2 



of the ?niite Camellias and is likera.se knovm to have written to William ^ 
Dudley Pelley mth respect to organiaing a unit of the Silver Shij^ts . 

As you 7d.ll recall, at the time of the search of Wemecke' s 
home and farm outside Chicago a quantity of ammunition and firearms v/ere 
discovered as -well as pro-German literature. 

You 7dll be kept advised of all developments in this matter. 

Respectfully, 




D. M. Ladd 
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FROM JUDGE CAMPBELL AND CASE REASSIGNED TO JIJD'GE JOHN P. BARNES. 
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Chicago, Illinois 
December 12, 1942 



PEHSONM. AND i;UfJi«mmri'lAL 



Director 

Federal Biireau of Investigation 

Washington, D. 0» 



J fir. K. A.Tftmm.„ 

*. C!c«g„..- 

. .Ir. Ql«via,„.„„. 

Mr. La<W,..„„._.„ 
I Kr. Nichols... 

}£r. Koren ..... 

Mr. TuQcy..-. 

Mr. Cor^oa 

Mr. Ok^ffc^r.... 

Mr. Ko«don ....... 

Mr. Kroner.... „.. 

Mr, M«Ga:r« ....... 

Mr. ^InnT* 

Mr."K*a<c, 



/ 



^ yg Attention: ED FITCH 



HEHTEiaJE 



HEt WILLIAM BEHSA 
SELECTIVE SEK7I0B 



CKE 



Dear Sir: 



^(Coi] 



\ 

\0 



^ 7\ Confident ial Infonaanj 



.advised that on November 23, 1 

BnJHftEENECKE calleaTbhg distance Ann Arbor 125 to UR, HBINOLDS in the 
MaritiiBe Building, not in, leaves message that MRS* '\7ERNECKE died and is 
at ELLISONS in Chicago^ She will be buried tomorroTr at 3t00 P.U. _ He 
also asked that UR. REINOLDS call at the bank. 

On this same day, according to the aforementioned infozmant, 
MR, SMIK called BILL WERNECKE and said that the trial is postponed until 
next Monday* BILL Trill get in touch with him when the funeral is over« 




Confidential Informant I I advised that on November 27, 1942 
BILL WERNECKE calls Ben*s Electric Shop on Clark Street and gave his name 
as WERNER, 

On this same day the above-named inf omant advised that WERNECKE 
called DR# DEUTSCH and advised that he is on the verge of a breakdown. He 
asks if he can see him tomorrow, DEUTSCH replied that he could, then added 
that he had talked to MR, SUITH today and they have come to an agreement 
about the whole situation and he has the questionnaire which SMITH wants. 



:b7D 



Confidential Informant| J advised the coiiversations' heareinabove 

mentioned took place from November 23, 1942 to November 28, 1942, 

It is recommended that the above coverage by Confidential 
Inf otroant l I be continued ♦ , 
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Uniteii §f at^a SBeparf m^nt of ifuBtic:^ 

Chicago, Illinois 
December 16, 1942 



PERSONAL AND fiOWREHaBSAL 

Director 

Federal Biareau of Investigation 

Tfeshington, D# C* 



o 



EE: VCELLIAM BERffilRD YERNECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 

ATTENnOMj MR. ED FITCH --^ 



Dear Sir: 



'Confidential Informant ! [a dvised that on November 21, 

1942, EIl£lW]^IDECKE.'s grandmother called him. She asked if there b7D 
was anything she^could do. He said "No." His mother «s funeral 
was to be Tuesday, and she vrais to be laid out at Ellison's at 
Granville and "Hestern Avenues. 

On this same day, according to the Informant, BILL 
^VERNECKE called a man and asked if LENDSEY (phonetic) y^s there. 
BILL asked i^ Reverend EECHTER vras there. He does not live there any 

more. He asked ^vJiere the Reverend CARLSON lived.^ The nan did not knoyr. 

* 

Confidential Informan t I advi sed that on this same day 

Mr. SMITH called BILL 7/EHNECKE and said that he was very sorry to 
learn of the demise of his mother. BILL asked if* the hearing could 
be postponed. SMITH stated he believed so. SMITH stated he vrould not 
have to go there Monday. ^,^:^^^s^l?se^mmGl> 

, \ Confidential Informant ] [ advis^ed that the conversations 
hereinabove mentioned 'too^ place, from November 16, 19A2, to November 22, 

. Itis recomm^nded^that the above caspra^ge^by Confidential 
Informant | | be^ continued." ^ 

Very truly yours,|i'4 A/-^^JJ ^-_i 
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Special Agent* iW'bhfaipge-^iA 
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Sdjeli^ral 2Ju«au of Inuestigatfon . 
littitei §taf cs 53epatf m^nt of ifuatit^ 

Chicago, Illinois 






1 



d^ I Mr. Tfilso». 

ll*r.E. A-Tanim. 

Mr. Clccg. 
Mr. Olavin 
Mr. Ladd.. 

Mr. Nicbols. 

Mr. Ko«cn 

Mr. Trr.oy. 

Mr. Car»on 

December 19, 19421 Mr. c^ey, 

Mr. Hcnd»n -_. 

Mr- Kramer.— ---M 

Mr* IkIc<HJr« 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Y^ashington, D. C. 



Attention: 
Dear Sir: 



Mr, Bd Fitch 



o 



RE: 



Y/ILLIAM BERNARD VERNECKE 
SELECTIVE SFilVICE 



Confidential Informant 



advised that on December 1, 1942 
Sylvia called Helen saying that Ernie is in Vasconsin novr and so far a ^ 
everything is all right* Sylvia vdll try and get over to see her ff^''^'^^ 




On this same day, according to the aforementioned informant, 
Marcella, Bill Yfernecke's girl friend, called Liberty^ille 287W* 
Marcella tells her sister Ann that the man's vdfe out in Huntley 
is sick in bed and so they can't make them move. (Personally, Bill 
is going to have Marcella' s father move out to his farm to take over 
th^ management of it.) Marcella. will go out tcaaorrovf on the train 
and explain to her mother and father. 



Confidential Informant 



advised that on this same day 



iCarcella called Larry Jacob's home and talked to his v/ife, Betty, 
about her nev/ job. 



:b7D 



Confidential Informant 

herein above mentioned took place from 
2, 1942. 



advised that the conversations 
November 29, 1942 to December 



:b7D 



Informant 



E . is yenom mi 



ended that th^ above coverage by Confidential b^c 



continued. 
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iilii*ai*ral Surcau of ittuMtigaf ton 
Mttttuli §tat05 ^cpartm^nt of Kusticc 

Post Office Box 812 
Chicago Illinois 



December 29, 1942 



PERSQgAL & COIJPIDIiaglAL 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D* c* Attentiont 



Mr. ToUon„ 

Mr. E. A.Tamm„„. 

Mr. Clojjif 

Mr. Glavia.„.i 

Mr. Ladd., 

Mr. Niobols 

Mr. Ko8oa *.,.„.„.. 

Mr. Tracy,.. „. 

Mr. Cfvrfion 

Mr. CofiTey...... [, 

Mr. Jloodon -...„... 
Mr. Kramer...- «„„ 

Mr.MoOaUa™ ^ 

Mr. ^«iimTc*r»n..„ 
Mr. K»suio„.. 

rWIo* ... „.^« '... 



n 



Dear Slri 



i. 



Mr. Ed litch 

RBj VflHIAM BERHARD TSEEaiECKE - 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 




>vv^ 



S»gBgiagginrf8Sffia3p««^ 



<3> /jj Confidential informaiit f [ advised that on December 2, 
1942 BILL lERNECKE called Carson ^s and asked if th$7 had cards, to thazik 
people "Who senb floisrers to a funeral* The girl at Carson »s told BILL the 
Engraving Department took care of laatters of this t3rpe> On this same date 
infdmant advised BILL called W* WJSUTH and made an appointment for 2t00 
PH the same date* iSUITH said he Tranted a copy of the paper of Novaaber 
24th* BlDtli said he.^ irqiH get it for him* SMITH asked BILL the date of 
his mother's death and BILL said she died on November 2l8t and ivas buried 
on November .24th* 

(I Confidential informant ! [ advised that on Dscembe^^, 

1942 MBS jf DONATH called BILL* BILL said he has been very basy* She said 
she t?ould lite to see hdLm^ and that his case comes up at 9|30 the following 
mor33ing but that they are going to ask for a different judge* 



:b7D 



hlD 



larr:?/|j 



Confidential informant advised tl^t on December 5^. 19^ 
JACOBS called BILL* BILL said he imnted a copy of the letter that 



nas sezxt to the Draft Board for DR* lEUTSCR 



SCi 



office Ibut that he TsiU txy to get a photdOTat|o copy of it for him 



said it tias at SMITH'S 



Confidential infomant^^advise^'jaxa^ joff^.cen^r 7 ^ 194 2 ^ 





BILL caned. L&HRT: .JACOBS* LARHT said to wul^^v^^tW 
that day^ and said Judge BARNES has the case* BILL sjsked if' he knew him 
and LARRI said he did* BHI* said he had some let1^rs^pr)»LM^^to^aj|43 
and that be idU bring them dorm the neoct time he comes* BILI? said^he would 
like tro more photostatic copies of the charter aai LAHRT said he would havQ_ 
th9m:made. BILL said He would see LARRI the foUorwitig day at UtOO AM* 
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Director 12/28/42 

I^omazrt advised that on Dacembor 7, 1942 a long distancd 
call to Milwaukea^lTELsconsln^ Bltidmont 4500^ teas irade# ERNIE said ha had to 
go to a faneral today bat that he TdU be in early tcxnorroir (Deoanber 8) 
morning* 



I' 



Confidential informant advised that on December 9^ 



1942 BILL called UARCEIIAf He said he forgot the ttro most. iii?)ortanb letters - b7D 

the one from Moody and the cm tdthout an address from ACMA, signed by 

CARLSON* MARCEIIA said both letters are there* On December 10th, in-* 

formant advised Grandma called BILL, and BILL said that things i?ere pretty 

good* BILL said he speixt the whole day tiith laviyers the previous day and 

"tmcovered an a-wful lot of evidence, to prove iny innocence and I hope to 

uncover more»* BILL said BERTHA is vexy nervous and really needs a rest* 

He said she should have a norse instead of WILL* BUL said he Troujd kee p 

in touch "With her* 

Confidanbial informant i | advised that on December 12, 
1942 MR* SMITH called BILL iand ^said the case tois set for Monday morning 
tod told BILL to be at 'Ms; office at 9 1 50 AM. On this sama date LARRI ^^^ 
called BILL and said he has the papers for BILL* BILL said he Tould get 
them Mond^ and open up the account • lARRI asked about the bank accounts 
for the inventory* BILL said he wuld look v^ the bank books* Ife said the 
Urst National has appro^mately four andtbe Bank. of, Montreal has three* 
lARRT said he was up to isee the, people at tha^l foodr Bible I nstitute axid 
th^y sent him to|CHRIS TENSbN ( phonetic) > but (that they told him to Tsait 
and he did not hive time* BILL asked; if tiiey are going to cooperate* LABRZ 
said, "To this extent, *that they furnished you idth lessons" ♦ lARRT said 
he trould see Bni. Monday* 

Ixif ormanb advised that on.DeciBmber 15, 1942 MR* QIBOL called 
BILL* BILL said he n&ant to ccnae to see him but that he has been very bacy# 
QIBOL said he had some' infomtion t<k Bnii and BILL said he iroald try to 
get out to see him that afternoon about 4:00 FM« 

Confidentiaa informant L | advised that on Dec^aber 17, 

1942 mLLI called MARCELLA* milZ told M&RGELLA that he is having trouble 
"With his father* He said "Hhen she* is home eveiything is all tight, but tihen 
she is not there,, he attacks him and mother* IJAILT said, "He Tdll kill us b7D 
some of these days»i» TilALLT said she should get mother out of there • MARGIE 
said she TTOTld^ call him back in a half hour or so* Later this same day 
liALLX called M&RCIB ax>d said - "When I got h<Hne he i^alked out of the house 
"With ihis revolver? • MARGIE said, "The old man did that" ♦ milir said yes* 
She asked i^iat the argument "nas about this time* 'HALLI suggested that he send 
their mother ito Waukegan* MARGIE said they "irould "try and drive out« 
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Direct oar 



12/28/42 



Confidential informan j [ advised, that the corRrersatioxis 



hereinabove mentioned took place from December 2, 1942 to December 19, 1942. 
informant 



It is recoimnended that the above coverage 1:^ confidential 
be continded. ' « 



:b7D 
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Very truly' yours. 




JWKjMJ 
25-5976 
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iliclJeral Bureau of itwestxQatiatx 

MnitcJJ §tatc3 Scpartmcui of Justice 
POST QFFICB BOX 812 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 



^cs 



V 



A 



Hr 



PERSONAL AND COHl'lDJKl'l l liff> 



Mr. ToUon . 

Mr. £. A. Tanua..... 
Mr, Clefftf .-«-, 

X*add.„K 
J£r, MIchoU 
Mrv Bosea 





¥ 



/Director 
J'FBl 



Januaiy 6, 1942 



Attentionj MRS. ED PITaT^ 

RE: iniLIAM BERNARD VERHECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVIIJE 



Xz^ Carton 
^Mrv Coffey 
HcAdoA 
■amet 



Dear Sirj 




pay 



:b7D 



® Confidential Inf omanl T I advised that on December 22, 
Bill 7/ernecke' called Lari^acobs, his Attorney* Bill asks what you ^-^ 
inheritance tax oh, Larry says oh everything* Bill asks idien they "have 
to open the safe deposit box* Any time that 'is convenient tomorrow. 3hey 
decide on llsSO. Bill'Tdll be doviH at lljOO. Bill says'he has been having 
an awful tinie with RevipCarlson* He has a magnesium mine* He wants to 
borrovf some ihoney subject to a Government contract to take it out for $48.00 
a ton for 50,000 tons* It is 50 miles from the Railroad, they don»t even 
have to mine it. He wants^ a' few thousand dollars to start and they mil pay 
§.25 a ton royalty on the 50,000 tons and §.25 back in the form of paying the 
loan back. Bill says if it is true, there is enormous profit but he doesnH 
want to fool with it. Bill says he has four old guys like himself waiting ' 
for him (Bill) to come do?m and talk to them. Bill "says it is in Cleveland, 
Tennessee. Larry says there might be a catch to it. Bill will see Larry 
tomorrow. 

Confidential Informant ! I advised that on this same day Bill calls 
Will. Bill says he was made administrator of his mother's will and he doesn^t 
want to 4wm in to the lav/yer all the assets that she Had. So he wants to- 
talk over what she had vrith him. Bill says th^ are 'pressing him for an invent- b7D 
ory. mil says there is nothing to be worried about. Bill says he wants to 
see him tomorrow. Vfill says it isn't necessary to take care of it now. ^ 



:b7D 



Confidential Infofmant] J advised that oii December 2§, 1942 Bin 

calls Mrs^Donnath and asks if she got his Christmas card. She says she didn't 
get xt yet. He can't uiiderstand that. He says Dr^iffleutsch said he shouldn't 
have any worries arii she worries him. Mrs. Donath^'^says she has be eh having 
some terrible dreams. J^^g fe^ t^^^i^g ^^ 

°°'^^®^*^*'' Informant 1^^ advised that onv December 23, 1942 he says 
She should help him, .she shouldn't make a nervous wreck of him. He says some 
day when no one is around she should help him. He says it is very important _i^ 
ttiatshe. doesn't get him excited 'anymore. He asksi^f'he can count on her for ^^l 
y*Stift*f* help he really needs it. 
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he sees her* 
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She says all right. 
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^ft^will tell her 
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Director RE: 'miLtm BERNARD WERNECKE 

FBI* SELECIEVE SERVICE 

Confidential Informant I l advised that on December 24, 1942 Larry- 
Jacobs calls Marcie. He says they can opeh the safe deposit box Monday at 3:00 
FUl She Tdll tell Bill about it* He says he heard they went to CrOT/n Point 
a few days ago* She says no, "But I vdsh you would put the bug in Billys ear 
though*" 

Confidential Informant ] [a dvised that on December 29,, 1942 Bill 

calls Ted Miller and says he wants the name of the Tribune reporter who used to 
cover the America ELrst meetings* his name was Uarlow or something. Ted says, 
"You wouldn't be thinking of Dooj^wyer would, you."* K.il says no, the fellov^ 
is short and fat. Ted says, oh,' you mean 'Tonyiorrow. 'Bill says "I wanted to 
call him up, there are a lot of things I.wanf^d to tell him, I thought they might 
make a story on. Do you think they haye a good attitude how?" Tedsays, "Oheir 
attitude is the same as it always was^ on Auerica First. ?t*s not so hot on the 
Bund thought.. It's pretty tough on them. Biat's why I say the thing for you 
to do is to repudiate the* Bund* Jus;t ftake it clear that you have divorced your** 
self from them completely. « Bill says,/"r can. do that".* Bill says he just satw 
that two men were shot ty the FBI this morning and the police were barred from 
the premises* Bill says, "I want to call^ Uof row and call it to his attention 
and then they might write an editorial'ori it." Ted says there are several people 
that might be interested in that story. Morrow, Charley)^avelle and possibly 
Dwyer* Bill says, "I'll call those fello^vs up"* Bill says, "llhe ^ole thing 
is like the Gestapo* Do you think Roger^Faherty vrouia be interested in that, 
how he would manajge the Police Department, after he gets the thing*". Ted doesn't 
knowi Bill says he heard from Larry. He asks if Ted did* Ted says he hasn't 
\> heard a word from tarry* 



.1 



k. 



Confidential Informant 



advised that on December 29, 1942Bill 



calls the Chicago Tribune* He asks for Reporter Morrow. Not in* He asks the 
man if he would care for a remark from a citizen* "I noticed about the FBI 
agents shooting some people on Leland Avenue and didn't allow the, police to 
enter the premises*' In w opinion that is getting pretty close-'to the German 
Gestapo*" Kan says, *'I believe that was part of t h^oufiy gang and I think 
it was justified* Ihey got Touhy and^ nghart a couple of blocks a-^ray." Bill ' 
says, "Well I don't think the police' would harm them in helping them catch them, 
I think the police woiild help them." "Man says I think it was the FBI's show* 
Bill says, "TTell I guess they were OK, but I wouldf f eel better if they wouldn't 
bar otir police because some time they might want to get'rid of somebody*" 
Han says, "YfeU the police weren't in on th6 first part, but they were in on 
the second part all right*" Bill says, "OK, thanks"* 
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Director RE: imUAM BERNARD WERNECKE 

FBI SEEECTETO SERVICE 



Confidential Informant I I advis ed that on December 29, 1942 
Ted calls Bill. Ted says, "I suppose by novr you heard that those trro men Tvere 
the Ibuhy gang." Bill says yes. BtU says/ the Tribune told him. Bill says 
he gave them his opinion of Gestapo action, people being shot in secret and 
he thought ixi this case it was justified. Bill Trill stop around or he YriLll 
call him up. 

Confidential InformantI I advised that the conversations herein 

above mentioned took place from December 20, 1942 to December 30, 1942. 

It is 're commended that the above coverage by Confidential Jiiformant 



:b7D 



1 J.U xo . 

J be continued. 

Very truly yoirrs. 
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C!harge 



JHRtEL 
25-5976 
AMSD 
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CC-287 



\^j^^e\X€in\ Su«a« 0f JlnuMtigaf ion 
HmfeJi §tatip0 S^partttt^nt nf Justice 



Slasljlngf on, 9. ©• 
Ja2l^la^7 11 » 1943 



JSMiUJL 

Call: 11:20 A»M. 

Iranscrited: 1:00 P.M* 



^^ 



MEMORANDUM FOR MB. !)• M» LADD 

WILLIAM BSmBD WBBNEOESf 
SBLEdlVE ^K7ICB 



BE: 



" *^ '*" 


^^"^^ 


Mr. Tolson 




Mr. E. A. Tamm^ 


Mr. Clegg 




Mr. GUvin_ 




Mr. Ladd 




Mr. Nichols. 




Mr, Rosen 




Mr. Tracy 




Mr. CarsoQ 




Mr. Coffey 


- 


Mr. Hendon 




Mr. Kramer 




Mr. McGuire 




Mr. Harbo 




Mr. Qutnn Tamm 


Tole. Room 


-' 


.Mr. Nease 


,. 


* Miss Boahm_ 


^ 


'5fe^^ 




oXi^^ H ^> • 





SAO Drayton of Chicago called today and advised that th 
have had a technical surveillance on this" subject for a conside 

period of time andfor the past two months they have not gotten txu^ ^^ . ^^ 

information that would te "beneficial* He wanted to know if there is ( /yv^-^''''Hp^ 
any need for continuing this technical* 

I, told him that I would check the case here at the Bureau 
and see whether or hot the technical can he discontinued* 



Eespectfully, 




^^Q&RDBD 



cc: Hr* Cgnnto 



COPIES WSIJO?^ _ 
-B65 MM26WM^ 



^::iSni^ 



% 




d^^mM 



V "^'-.-i 



U 










3i0&0ral Surcau of InuMtfgatton 

Unttcti §tatcs Separf mcnt of Husticc 

Chicago, Illinois 
February 2, 19^) 



Director, FBI 

Attention: Mr» Ed Fitch 




Re: V/ILLIAM BERNARD V/ERKECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



Dear Sir: 

V 

^ A Confidential Inform 



s 



advised that on December 31j 1942, 



BILIrn^/ERNECKE called URRYXJACOBS, lARRY says they have GEORGE / 
vaLTElMoMSON to represent them and they are vdlling to divide the 
lHBg'""%^o lARRr is going to see JOHNSON, at 11:30. LARRY says 
Monday DONAHUE vriLU be back from Milwaukee and he thinks they can 
-vrork something out there in the tax foreclosure* 



I I advised that he had n9thing further -tb; report ^covering a 
period from December 30, 1942 to January 3> 1943* / 

It is recommended that the above coverage by Confidential/ - 
Informant | | be continued. 

Very truly yours > 
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Chicago, Illinois 



•(ro-lS Director, FBI 



January 26, 1943 



, 

RE: mLULM BERNARD 17ERHBCKB 

SELECTIVE SERVICE 



ATTENTION: MR. ED PITCH 



Dear Sir? 



h° 



onfidential Informant 



^^ advised that on January 5, 1943, that Bill 

called W» W*Ji^mi'th, Rel 'iron mine* Bill says, he has been in contact 
•with some menSfho want him to work with them producing iron*/ Jie says 
it is three men in the mining business and-they-wanted to-go over to 
talk to the district attorney because this is important; iron for war 
production. Bill says Larry suggested he ask if it would be all right. 
Bill asks if he wants to see them: first ^ Smith asks what It is all 
about. Bill says they have 200 acres that is supposed to, be very good 
ore. It is 100 miles from Birmingham and. they want him to be there 
and he said he couldn^t the way things were and they thought mayte they 
could talk to the district attorney. Smith asks if it is' something that 
they want him to invest in. Bill says there is a small investment. Smith 
asks if it is someone he has known for a long time. Bill says Rev. Carlson 
is in on it. Smith says if they did work it out at all, "you would be 
available for the Amy. "Bill says, "I don't worry about that". Smith 
says, "1/iOtiat I mean isi you woul<3n»t be available to gO; dovm there?*; Bill 
says, ^e says that anything ^connected with iron is a- deferment, your de^^ 
f erred right, away. If it isn't, then I can't be of siiy use;to them". 
Smith says he doesn't ^know what tp^^Jbell him "because' If' it ts a defer- 
ment again, they are likely to get the idea that you are trying to get 
out of it of trying ix> eyade the draft,, it might complicate things." 
Bill suggests that-'they^ come^ in to see him at 2 jOO p.m. tomorrow^ Smith 
says he wili talk to -Qiem. ' ^ 





J advised that on jantiary 7, 1943, Bill calls Chicago Tribune and 

speaks with Mr. Morrow. Bill says he was up there about two.^years agovand 
dented any cbimection with the Bund.. Morrow says he remembers him. Bill 
says he Kas been wanting to call up. "I guess you ktiow I :hav e had a lot 
of trouble since then and I waiit to deny all the stuff that tfie feBI ^ai 
and I .can prjav© all of it, I mean it i's'ridicvLlous,'" Morrow »■-—'■••"--'* 
Murray would be handling that and he is out so he will hare 

BEG0aBS3j 
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Director, FBI 
January 26, 1943 



EB: WILLIAM BERNABD. TFERMECKE 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 



Bill says, "I have all documents that I could put in his hands, I could 
show him a lot of things," 



Confidential Informant I I advised that the conversations herein above 
mentioned took place from January 4, 1943 to January 9, 1943. 



-The services of Confidential Informantj 
1943 by the authority of the Bureau* 



were discontinued on January 15, 



Verj^ truly yours. 




JWR:RP 
25-.5976 
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iRi^h^tnl SutJ^au of InuMf igaf ion 
HttiteJt §f at M ^^parf ment of dnstxt^ 



Chicago, Illinois 



February 5, 1943 



ti.r-' 



PERSONAL AND COMFIDEiJTIAL 



Director FEE 

Attention, Mr. Ed. Fitch 



RE: mrilAlI BERNARD^' 
^ SELECTIVE SERVICE 




Mr. Glavja..^.^. 

Mr. NIC 
Mr. Xlosen 

Mr. .Tracy., 

Mr. Carsoa -.....„„ 

71r. Coffey.. 

nr. Hcndon 

If'r. Kramer.. ' 

^^.McGuiro 

Mr. QnlnnTamm.-.. 
■^« Keoce,. 
*i«3 Gandy 




Dear Sir: 



T^tjonfidential Inf ormanl advised that on January 11, 1943> vroman 



calls Sylvia and advises that Max's brother is in a German prisoner's camp 
in Otto^m, Canada; they got a letter. Sylvia tells her to find out if they 
can send hira cigarettes and things. Sylvia says she just got. letters from 
Sweden l^ast -v/eek -where they told her they had just received her letters for 
Christinas that she ^vrote a year ago. Sylvia says she vdll write Ernie and 
tell him about it. 



dvised that on January 12, 1943^ Bill calls Drji4)eutsch yho 



hlD 



asks if he saw Mr. Smith. Bill says he saw him tv/ice. Bill says he said it 
all lodged on intent "on vihat his intent ^ms'U Deutsch says "Nobody^ could 
prove that.",. Deutsch asks v^hat he advised him to do. Bill says he couldn't 
get. a definite OK from him. He told him to do nothing. 

Deutsch says, "You go to your local board and telL them, you v/ant 
clarification on this matter, you are getting tired of this business of ^vaiting. 
You have sent in your questionnaire at the time when they called for it and 
certain changes have occurred since you have sent ip your questionnaire, you 
got this letter from Mr. Ricllter and yo\i; rant £b;know v*iy they didn't answer 
you. 1?hat they are going to do about it. You want to see the local board 
chairman and you v/ant an answer from him. You protest, you vrant to go to iihe 
appeal board and protest against being indicted as draft evader because there 
is ho truth about it." Deutsch says he talked to a local board chairman and 
not mentioning names, he said the person is in lA. Deutsch says there is 
no case about it at all. Deutsch says'he has from nowto February l§th to 
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get this case cleared up and the local board has to put hia in lA* Bill says 
he v/ill do that tomorrovf* He says Bill should tell the chairman he is a 
single man vrfLth no dependents and he wants to know v/here he stands. Deutsch 
says, "You have every right to demand a clarification of your case throxxgh 
the local board." Deutsch says, "I am quite sure if you get the thing startej 
through your local board, the FBI won't be able to do a thing and you don't 
even need to notify Smith about it." Bill vdll let him know hovr he makes .ou1 
tomorrovr and he mil see him Thursday at 5:00 PM. 



Confidential Inf ormant[ 



advised that the conversations herein 
above mentioned took place from 1-9-43 to 1-14-43 ♦ 



It is to be noted that the coverage by Confidential Informant[ 
has been discontinued as of 1-15-43 by the authority of the Bureau. 
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Very truly yours. 




J. DRA 
Special Ag 
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FEB 15 1913 




2-15-« 




MhT»l»on ,... 

Mr.EJ.Tjuaw ,^ 
Mr. Clegff ..,.„..,.. 
Mr. Coffey.,. ..„„.. 
Mr. Qkvh 
Mr.ladd 




Mr.Nic» 
Mr,Hose«.J. . 
MnlVacy,,,.. .„ „ 
Mr. Carson........ 

Mr.HeiKlou,„.-_. 

Mr.McGuire..,, 

Mr. Mumford. ...... 

Mr. Piper. 

Mr.QulnnTmm.... 
Mr. Nease., 



5-05 PM MB 
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FBI CHICAGO 

DIRECTOR 

MICE, WILLIAM BERNARD^ERNECKE, SS. CASE CONTINUED TO MARCH 

EIGHTH, NINETEEN FORTY THREE BY ORDER OF COURT., , , 

DRAYTON - ^^i 

END ' - ., UJ 

$-02 PM OK FBI HA GN ; '^' ' 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 






rOcral iSureau of Jttucatr 
lltttteit §taf ca department nf iluBtice 
S?a0l;ttt9ton, 9. CI. 

JUL I 5 1942 f^^^^'^^^^iii^y^ 
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MEMORANDOM FOR THE ATTORHEI GENERAL 



On July 1, 1942, I suhnitted recommendations for 
thfi estaKLishment of technical surveillances to cover TOlliam 
.-Bt^feaaaacktju 6250 North Wayne Street, Chicago, Illinois7"^cl "" 
Carl Bartier, Maywood, Illinois, both of -whom had been 
established as contacts of subjects in the Nazi sabotage case 
Trhich is non? being heard* 

In view of the established connection of Tffemecke 
and Bartier Tdth the subjects in this case, I believe it is 
desirable to establish these surveillances for a further check 
on both Bartier and Vfemecke* I am, therefore, recommending 
that you give this matter your early attention in order that 
we may profit to the fullest extent through the establishment 
of these surveillances* 



>^ r*. ^ 
^^ >* i-»* 



Respectfully, 



V* 



. aegg ^ 
Mr, Gl*^vin ,. 
r Ladd ._ „ 
Mr, Nichols 
Mr. Koeen -_- 
Mr, Xmcy.^, 
Mr. Carson „ 
Mr. Coffey . 
Mr* Hendortv 
Mr. Kr itmer 
Mr. McGuiro 
Mr, Qufnn Tamm 
Mr. Nea5e,.«„__E^ 
Miss Gandy.,,^,,,^^^ 
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Chicago, Illinois 




/' 



Q'-hn^^-i/ ' 



May 3, 1943 
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RE: TrCLIIAM BERNARD "WERNECKE, alias^MffiLtler" 
MARTHA CP'TffiRNECKE, yrith aliases et al 
ESPIONAGE - Q 



Dear Sir: 



Reference is made to the report of Special Agent J. W. 
CHURCH17ARD, dated January 12, 1942 at Chicago, Illinois in captioned 
matter and to the custodial detention card for Mrs. MARTHA C, TVERNECKE, 
6250 Wayne Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

Inasmuch as Mrs. MARTHA C. TiTERHECKE died on or about Noveni»er 
21, 1942, her custodial detention card is being placed in her investi- 
gative file. 
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Very truly yoiirs 
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S. J.UDRAYTON 

Special Agent in Charge 
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ZARF. WILLIAM BERNAR]) WERNECKE, WAS, SS. (^^ JURY RETURNED 
GUILTY VERDICT ON COUNTS ONE AND THREE OF INDICTMENT, AFTER DE- 
LIBERATING FIFTY ONE MINUTESv «( MOTION FOR NEV/ TRIAL TO BE 
HEARD FRIDAY 
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JUNE TWELFTH* NO DATE SET FOR SENTENCING. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THB-KBRSeTOR— 



Re: 



A 



YflLLIAM^BEENARDnVERNECKE, was* 
Selective Service • 
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Tolson 

E, A. Tamm 

Clegg ^ 

Giavin 
Ladd 

Nichols 

Roseu 

Tracy 

Carson 

Coffey ^ 

Harbo 

Hendon 

Kramer 

McGuire 

Piper 



QuiYin Tamm 

. Room 

Nease 

Beahm 

Gaody 



The Chicago Office advised today that the subject was 
convicted on two counts of an indictment changing him ivith 
violation of the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940* 

The* jury returned its verdict after 51 minutes of deliberation. 

A motion vras made for a new trial and it wlU be heard Friday, 
June 12, 1943 • No date for sentence has been set as yet. 

Tou 7dll recall that Wemecke was closely associated with 
Herbert Haupt, one of the subjects in the Dasche case who was executed. 
Haupt contacted Wemecke when he returned to this country after having 
participated in a sabotage school in Genriany. 

You will also remember that Wemecke was a member of the 
German-American Bund and that he corresponded with William Dudley 
Pelley. At the time of Wemecke' s arrest, a large quantity of guns 
and ammunition was found on his farm. He claimed to be a minister of 
the Gospel and as such to be entitled to a deferred classification 
amder the Selective Training and Service Act# At his trial, however, 
officials of the Moody Bible Institute testified that he was not a bona 
fide divinity student but that he had received 54 correspondence school 
lessons of which he ccrapleted and returned only 1. ' 
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ZARF. WILLIAfvl BERNARD^VERNECKE WAS, SS. SUBJECT WERNECKE T 
STAND IN DEFENSE OF SELF TESTIFYING GENERALLY THAT ALL ANSWERS 
IN QUESTIONNAIRE WERE TRUE. ON CROSS EXAfvll NATION, SUBJECT ADMITTED 
ATTENDING BUND MEETINGR AM-q'sFILING PELLEY r ITERATURF AT ARYAN BOOK 
STORE AT BUND HEADQUARTERS. ADMITTED WRITING LETTER TO PELLEY . 
A SSISTANT STATING HE WAS BUND MEMBER AND DESIRED MEMBERSHIP IN 
PELLEYS SILVERSHIRTS B UT STATED THIS WAS ONLY HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION. 
TESTIFIED IN ADDITION TO ORDAINATION BY CHRISTIAN MINISTRY COLLEGE 
WAS ORDAINED BY GOD WHEN TWENTY ONE YEARS OLD. CROSS EXAMINATION 
BROUGHT OUT TYPE OF ORGANIZATION SUBJECT A MEMBER OF AS JURY AND JUDGEj 
KEPT IN STATE OF LAUGHTER. G OVERNMENTS REBUTTAL WITNESSES JOHN , 

ANDERSON OF lUTHFR INSTITUTE AND LOIS ERNEST OF CENTRA ' v^r/^ f;"""^^-^^ ' 
TESTIFY THAT SUBJECT DID NOT STUDY RELIGIOUS COURSES IN THESE SCHOOLS \^ 
AS CLAIMED IN QUSESTIONNAIRE . PROSECUTION AND DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 
PRESENTED CLOSING ARGUMENTS TO JURY.. JUDGES CHARGE TO JURY WILL BE 
GIVEN TEN AM TOMORROW. 
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Re: 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR» lADD 



#- 



TOLLIAM BERNARiriERNECKE, vdth aliases; 
Selective Service. 




As you know, the trial of this case is now proceeding Miss 
and apparently the CSovernment has a very^ strong case. The e:diibits Miss 
consisting of guns and pro-Nazi material seized at the home of 

Wernecke have been admitted as evidence by the judge over the objection 

of the defense counsel. 

The testimony so far establishes that Wernecke was never a 
student at the Moody Bible Institute but did receive a correspondence course 
from that institution for the purpose of becoming a minister thereof. The 
testimony shows that out of 54 lessons, he completed only 1. 

The testimony of Fred Simpson Brovm shows that Wernecke v/as 
not ordained as a minister of that organization. Witness Raymond Joseph 
Healey^ a former Bund and Silver Shirt member, has testified that Wernecke 
told him he anticipated v/ar between the United States and Germany and that 
National Socialists in the United States would endeavor to avoid induction 
by organizing a church ♦ 

- ^ A Mrs. Irma Strope, a former employee of Wernecke, testified 
that he was. irreligious and encouraged her not to attend church. 

The Government rested its case yesterday. The defense made a 
motion for a directed verdict *T*idi was denied • The Chicago Office also ad- 
vised that the subject will probably take the stand in his own defense today< 

You will be advised of further developments. 

Respectfully, 
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ZARF, VnjLUAM BERNARD 1?/ERNECKE, WAS SS. SA P V ROBE TESTIFIED 
TO ARREST OF SUBJECT ON SEPTEMBER F I FTH, NINETEEN FORTY TWO AND 
INTRODUCED EXHIBITS RECOVERED FROM SUBJECTS RESIDENCE* DEFENSE 
COUNSEL OBJECTED TO !^:i^CX::7Z:^Z^^UV^y^:^ ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE 
OBTAINED X^^CS^^H^S^V. INCIDENTAL TO ARREST BUT ADMITTED BY 
JUDGE BARNES. RAYMOND JOSEPhAiEALEY, FORMER BUND ^: ^:^:ZT^ . nrS& 
AND SILVER SHIRT MEt^ER TESTIFIED THAT SUBJECT MADE STATEMENTS 
ANTICIPATING WAR BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND GERMANY AND THAT 
ALL NATIONAL SOCIALIST IN UNITED STATES WOULD ENDEAVOR TO AVOID 
INDUCTION IN ARMY BY ORGANIZING A CHURCH* MRS IRMAjSTROPE, 
FORMER EMPLOYEE AT SUBJECTS FARM AT WADSWORTH, ILLINOIS 
TESTIFIED THAT SUBJECT EfSCOHAT^JO^ ENCOURAGED HER NOT TO ATTEND 
CHURCH, THAT RELIGION WAS ONLY THEORY AND THAT HITLER HAD NO 
RELIGION* GOVERNMEN T RESTED CASE AND DEFENSE MADE MOTION FOR 
'DXRECTE'D VERDICT \m\CH VMS DENIED* COUNT^fWO DIS^^ISSED ^^ BY 
AGREEMENT. DEFENSE JK^.:^^ EXAMINED Wl TNESS ^^1ART I N [CARLSON WHO 
STATED HE WAS A ClCTT^EB^^XtX MEMBER OF THE AV^ED CHRISTIAN MANAGEMNT 
'*~7VRMY*^0F"V/HrCH"SUBJECT^V/AS A ME?;1BER • ADMITTED. ON CROSS-.EXAMINAX-I ON _ 
THAT HE HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH ORDINATION OF SUBJECT AND CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRY COLLEGE ONLY PAPER ORGANI ZATI ONS*[ 
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ZARF. WILLIAM BERNARD^VERNECKE" WASJ SS. JUDGE JOHN P. BARNES 
INSISTED ON TRIAL BY JURY AND SANE SELECTED COMPOSED OF FIVE MEN 
AND SEVEN WOMEN.. OPENING STATEMENTS MADE BY USA AND DEFENSE 
ATTORNEY W. ,W. SMITH, ELLA POWERS i CLERK LB NUMBER TWO 
\ LIBERTYVILLEl ILLINOIS TESTIFIED TO SS RECORDS. MARK NEVILLE, 
J^ SECRETARY LB NUMBER TWO TESTIFIED tH'^THOD OF CLASSI.FICATIONw 
\ ADOLPH BROMANN, SUPERINTENDENT OF MEN/&ODY BIBLE! INSTITUTE • 
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TESTIFIED TO ORGANIZATIONAL SET UP OF MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE- 

EBCOKn' ■ 

EXPLAINING DIFFERENCE 

CORRESPONDENCE S,CHOOL 

DAY OR N I GHT S CHOOL . GEORGE ^^^(i^ES LIE,. ^fcfdDV 'B I ^E I jjfjj I T^T^g^j 

TESTIFIED/ TO CORRESPONDENCE BET\';EEN SUBJECT AND MOODY BIBLE 

I NST I TUTE . WILLIAMWRATTj-DIRECTORr CQRRESPOND^CE SCHOOL'Sr ' 

f/OODY INSTITUTE TESTIFrED OF ENROLLMEtfT OF SUBJECT BUT HE ONLY 

RETURNED ONE OF FIFTY FOUR t FRSOM ASSIGNED HIM. FRED SIMPSON^ 
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'^^ JROWN, PERSON WHO SUBJECT CLAIMED IN SS> QUESTIOWNAIRF. AS nRT)AIWIWG 
HIM DENIED BEING ORDAINED MINISTER AMD ORDAINING WERNECKE. \ .,^^^{^^ 
TESTIMONY TO BE RESUMD TEN m JUNE SECOND. vm'V ^ •' 
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NEON. WILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE WAS, SS. ^D<IXX59-SUBJECT SENTENCED 
TODAY BY FEDERAL JUDGE, J. P. BARNES TO CUSTODY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FOR FIVE YEARS AND FINED TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ON COUNT ON E OF INDICT- 
MENT AND FIVE YEARS AND TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS ON COUNT THREE OF IN- 
DICTMENT. SENTENCES TO BE SERVED CONC URRENTL Y AND PAYMENT OF ONE 
FINE TO REMIT THE OTHER. COUNT TWO PREVIOUSLY STRICKEN ON MOTION 
USA. MOTIONS FOR NEW TRIAL, ARREST OF JUDGMENT AND EOBiNXXXS CON-, - 
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DECLASSIFICATIOH AUTHORITY DERI¥ID FMH: 
FBI AUTOIIATIC DlCLASSIFICATIOl-I GUIDE 
DATE 11-25-2011 



JCU:ep 
61-8118 



vA-^ 



June 10, 19A3 



REGISTERED MIL 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 



Special Agent in- Charge 
Chicaso^ Illinois 
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RB: WltLIAli BSRWAliD WSmpi^, with aliao 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION - C 



Dear Sir: 



There is enclosed herewith a photostatic copy of 

■■X an addition to the Custodial Detention card 
relating to Suhject, This addition is to be 
attached to the photostatic copy of the 
Custodial ,Detention card already in your 
possession. 
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Tolson 

JEl, A. Tamm. 

Clegg 

Cofi.e y 

Glayiu 

Ladd; 
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R OS e n 

Tracy 

Acers^ r ' . 
Carson 
Har))o - 



a revised Custodial Detention card relating 
to Subject to he suhs.tituted for the photo- 
static copy of the Custodial Detention card 
presently in your possession which should he 
destroyed. 
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Very truly yours, 
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Su, >^mjn><^ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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3ii ,;:cx;n6cI:^o»3 personal caJitroUbctioa t7&*<j 0670:^ Ar;:^*iilo3». In 
iL?:!;dit±on ho paintatr*od^^«U|jJl>* of iscvcaty-f ivo tJticteJ of <lsK:aita and a .lzxr|;a 
0tontit3r of cap3 cncl f^ca# v,o^c>il:o endl hlq friond^ rc^^ula^ly ^cdutod a 
l^ca portniit of llltlor^ Itici ::a^l ciraatHra trao cJrai^od ne^by^ Pprinn: 19^^ 
Gcr;::;^ I^ind i?^tlnc3 yrcco tt^ fen l^Uitler^ i.jjroecko^a fos.'^^ Cunday jiij^ts* 
thQ )piC2n drUlod lir^ hcOLd tixr^e^ practioo at 5OQ yi^rdo. 

Mr. £. A. ^Tamml^ !;crnccIco iHi? t?orn iS .Chicago, Ji^nt^y ^, XCO7* l^a. Jropl^kif ;crr.ocji:c> 
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•WiUiam-Benjard Wernecke^;cacago Bimclsnian, arrested, September 5, 1942; \ 
by the FBI for violating' the Selective Training and Service Act. *\ I 
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, D, C* 



July 16, 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

HUGH B. COX, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

' AND 

J. EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



I refer to Mr.. L. M. G. Smith's memorandum to me dated June 28, 
1943, which reviews the history., development, and meaning of the Special 
Case work and of the danger classifications that w^re made as a. part of 
that work. 

After full re-consideration of these individual danger classifica- 
tions, I am satisfied that they serve no useful purpose. The detention 
of alien enemies is being dealt with under the procedures established 
by the Alien Enemy Control Unit, The Special Case procedure has been 
found to be valueless and is not used in that connection. There is no 
statutory authorization or other present justification for keeping a 
"custodial detention'^ list of citizens. The Department fulfills its 
proper functions by investigating the activities of persons who may have 
.violated the law. It is not aided in this work by classifying persons 
as to dangerousness. 

Apart from these general considerations, it is now clear to me that 
this cl«,ssification system is inherently unreliable. The evidence used 
for the purpose of making the classifications was inadequate; the stand- 
ards applied to the evidence for the purpose of making the classifica- 
tions were defective; and finally, the notion that it is possible to 
make a valid determination as to how dangerous a person is in the ab- 
stract and without reference to time,, environment, and other relevant 
circumstances, is impractical, unwise, and dangerous. 

For the foregoing reasons I am satisified that the adoption of this 
classification system was a mistake that should be. rectified for the 
future. Accordingly, I direct that the classifications heretofore made 
should not be regarded as classifications of dangerousness or as a 
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determination of fact in any sense. Jn the future, they should 
not he used for any purpose whatsoever. Questions raised as to 
the^ status or activities of a particular person should he dis- 
posed of by consideration of all available information, hut 
without reference to any classification heretofore made. 

A copy of this memorandum should he placed in the file 
of each person who has hitherto .been given a classification. In 
addition, each card upon which a classification appears should ^e 
stamped with the following language: 



"THIS CLASSIFICATION IS UNRELIABLE. IT IS 
HEREBY CANCELLED, AND SHOULD NOT BE USED 
AS A DETERMINATION OF DANGEROUSNESS OR OF 
ANY OTHER FACT. (SEE MEMORANDUM OF JULY 16, 
1943 FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO HUGH B, 
COX AND J. EDGAR HOOVER)." 



Attorney General 
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Tnxe bill of ijadictnsnt returned by Federal 
Grand Jury 11/13/42, chargins violation of 
Sectioii SU, Title 50^ M^i^Q. for nsiking 
false and untruo answers in questionnairo, ^^ 
and for failure to notify his local board 
of a ^hahge of status and iWllfully, ujali*- 
ciously, and feloniously attempting to evade 
service in 1;he armed f orqes b^ fialsely clainK* 
ing to be a nini&ter* Subject released on 
C5O0O cash bond 11/17/42^ ^ On 11/23/42 hearing 
continued by Federal Judso T/ILLIA!! J, CM!PBBLL 
*to 11/30/42 by agreement^ On ll/SO/42 iieartog 
continued to 12/3/42, On 12/5/42 defendant 
entered motion for change of venue* Cause 
rf^ferred to Dcecative jBoftnitt^e for reassisn^ient^ 
On 12/4/42 the cause if^as reassigned to Judge 
JOHN P» BAHNES* On 12/14/42 plea of not guilty 
entered and tri^l set for Z/lS/AZ* Orr 2/16/45. 
cause continued to S/p/4^.4 On 3/8/43 cause con*^ 
tinued to 4/30/43* On 4/27/43 by agreement 
caucse continued to 6/l/4S, On 6/1/43 cause 
called for trial and Jury swcm^^ On 6/2/4S 
<;ount Z of indictment disriissed oh jaotion of 
USA* On 6/4/43 a verdict of guilty T7as returned 
^nd hearings on notion for nevr triiX was s^t for 
5/11/43. On 6/11/45 potion fQr new trial over- 
iiiled* Subject sentenced to the custbdy of the 
Attorney General for period of 5 years on Counts 
1 and 5, ^acH sentenced to run concurrently^ Fine 
of 110,090 was levied and paj-nent of the fine on 



1 




" USA Chicago £ Z,,-*-^rt 
2 - Chicago "II. - "^ <-'*'* "■ / 






i-KS 







i^ 



/ 



- ^ ■ 6 



\ 



Chicago FUe No,. 25-5976 



one coiint Trould discharge the fine on 
the other count* On 6/11/43 Subject 
filed appeal lYith Circuit' Court of Appeals"* 
District Court docket number 33677, " 

1 -P- 

BEFKHKNGE : 

Svaaniary report of Special ^ent I£0 H. ERUTKiN, 
y,^((SWjS 10/1/42 Chicago, iUinois. 

/Pf^^lepqrts of Special Agent LEOH* FRUIHN, .10/6/42, 
^nd 10/25/42, at Chicago^ Illinois, 



TDETAILS : 



fA^^ 



AT CHICAGO. IIIiINOIS: 



On November 12, 1942, the pase wa^ presented to the Federal Grand Jurj^ by 
special ^Agent lEO H* FRUITKIN* On .November 15, 1942, a True Bill of Indict-- 
ment Tras' returned by the Federal Grand Jury> charging the SuJ> ject trith a 
violation of Section 5li Title. 33, United States Gcdo, on three counts; 
one for making false and untrue ahsvrers jga his que.stiomiaire, tvro for failure 
to notify the- local board of a chaiige of status,* and 3 for willfully, mail^ 
oiousiy, and feloniously attempting to e^ade service in the amed forces* ^by 
falsely claiming tQ bo a minister* A $5000 cash bond -wsis set by Ji^ederal 
Judge JOHN ?• BARNES, and a bench TYarrarit was issued* * 

On November 17, 1943, the Subject vras released on a jgSOOO cash bond* Oh 
November 23, 1943, the case was continued for plea and arraignment to Novem- 
l)er 5.0, by Federal Judge T/ILLIA}.! H., CAMPBEIL^, On.:Npv9mber"30, 1942, the 
case was continued* to Decembej^ 3, 1942, by agreementt The order was entered 
by Judge CAMPBEDI;* On December 3, 1942, the defendant ^hte.red a 'Motion before 
Judge CAMRBELL asking for a change, of venue ai>d an affidavit in support thereof^ 
The motion was granted and the cause* was rjef erred to the\E!cecutive Committee 
for reassignment* OnDecember 4, 1942^ the cause was reassigned, according 
to the rules, r.td Federal Judge JOHN P. BAIttJES* On Decemfeor 14, 1942, th§ 
Subject entered a plea of not guilty and the trial was set, for February 15^ 
1943, by Judge BABJES* . ' . 

.On. February 15,. 1943^ the cause was continued for trial to Harch 8, 1943» 
On March 8, 1943 by agreement the qause was ^continued i;o April 30^ 1943 »/ 
Oh Apr^. 27, 1943, ori motion of the defendant by agreement of the United 
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States Attorney, the cause was continued to June 1, 1943 for trials Cto 
June 1, jl943> the caus^ was called for trial, the jury was sworn, and the 
evidence Was heard- in part for the Govei^iment, Trial continued through 
June 2, and S* On June 2 Count two of the Indictment, was dismissed on motion 
of the Assistant United States Attorney mCHAED G»*FIM» On June 4, 1943, 
the- Jury returned a verdict of guilty^ The Jury was pulled, the, verdict was 
entered, and a motion of the defendant for a nerr trial wias entered and 
heartog set for June 11, 1943» ^ ~ . 

Ctti June 11, 1943^ arguments were heard on tho Subject*? Tnotion for ^a new 
trial and a. motion in arrest of judgement* Both were ov^r^ruled and denied, 
,and^ the Subject was sentenced to the custody of the Attorney General for a 
VMripd of S years on counts one and three, and. fined §10,000, Teims of 
tn^dmprieonment are to run concurrently and the payment of the fine of $L0,,060 
on count one vrill discharge the. fine on both counts. 

On June 11, 1943, the Subject filed notice and courts of ajppeal filed motion ^or 
a new trial. On June 15, 1943, the Subject filed an appeall.in therCircuit 
Court, of Appeals. On July 6,^ and 29, and on August 11, and September 3, 
the writer contacted. Assistant United states Attorney BICHAHD G» FIHII arid 
JOHN QP^iMirfith i^gard to the disposition of the exhibits in this case. 

On September 3,; 194S-,. JOHN OWai; .advised the Vfriter that he desired that the 
exhibits be held pending the disposition of the subject's appeal i>y the 
United States Circuit -Court of Appeals,, at -which time he stated he would 
advise the disposition desired by that office. 
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CHTCAQO- -PIEil) BTTiSlOiit 



inmSVELOFED LBM)S 



AT CHICAGO.. m.TwnTs, vfiU coniact "the United .^^.tes Attorney with ^regard 
to.^e disposition of the exhdiits in this case when a de'cjiioh, is jianded 
doTmljy i;he Circuit Court of' -Appeals, -. -: - - . 
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mid Qeorcofe;>boo505 forcer oilcaGo lesuiers of thqr dcrraa-Jisprican I^J3^d• i;6 
onco tnroto to ^Tilliati Eudlcy^-allqy about orcai:dsin3 a unit of tM Silver Cliirfca* 
Si 1940^ ho chO!rc4 a fticnd; a faczibcrcJitp card of iha-Sai£^fc3 of ti:d^^.M*o 
Ckriollia, allcjpdiy zm Zriericoa Itocist or^yxixisiaticai. ^ 

Ona of tbo visiters, to iTmicckc^a fara tm a tJlcndcr j^traj t::in> Hi^t 
bat t:\i3cular* I^La jsaio'-rgta ticrber t\L^upt. tind iia ^:t3 a verier of Tcra0?l:o':j 
fcavolr^ troo2>». Haapt k^3 ditep^ca la iiln pyoSJso f ^Jr litlcr ta ucr:??:^ <mi bleat-, 
cd that tho Kazi dictator > a Ideas re?o td^^^t i^ tfe^^* ^^ chould l^i^i tho t."ar# Ilc^ 
^a3 a dLoso trlmd of iVcmoc^oT^. 

Tko^-tTaitcd States i^'^s to hctiir nc^o of Kaupt* Sj Jrr*cr> 1942, haVins 
spent nany jaontluJ ^ Gcrnanyju ho landed upoa i3,orida^s shora Jfeon a ttortan: ctsb-^ 
Gorino* *ro3oth6r xAih cevca other expo:4'ly traiaod saboteur^, bo ccsio* to tfej 
Taitod Ctatco aa ^^irdctdd by bla i:iiai i::a3to,:::a to .crcoaifco ^IdcSj^cad caSotajd*- 
ificr a trial bj ct ^ilitor/ Co::;3in3ioa> oin df tbo ;£iabotcur:g^ cio^^; 1?hpa ^Rais 
naapt, Kcra oloctrocutod ±ii tfio Liatrict of Col*c:i)ia ^ail, ca August % 1542», 

Caiipt, :wa3 appirchcndcd by tho J3i ia^Ohicaco Tr>xrc Iso. Ibad ±x:icdiatoly 
^oiso f oll^inj tho TJ-boai la^^inz^^ th^ro ho t»X3E ±t^ oloso contact rrilth vT^mccSo 
aa4 vj^ltfed bin cdntiiiuousiy — totil Special ,A|;c:ita of liio t3I usbcs^od hia. c:r:ay# 
t:o cvldcacp. tsasf obtained durins tho iiivcatijjitiop of px:ij^ to Chosff thajb. tcraoako 
furnichod tlio cabotcur ar^alddr aisolstancc* 

I^at irillis3 rcmctko tras CTiftljr cottiaa into tro;^10; ^tJt. tho United 
Ctatc3 *:5ovonr:catii, Dcc3?cr rad doopcr ho bcccso inrolsrod In, hta jaro-Qcr^ai 
proachncntoy propa^o?^ aprcdlinj,. and gcjacra}^ cti^criivo pu2!:;lits^ 
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Thia littlo ^r^tlcr** of Illjnoig h;A rc^stcrod t/itl| biar local 
^olcctivo Corvlco Boa:;^ on /J^ $x 1V'^> ^^ ^ ^^^^ Scjrar.tj Uca^rd* V4 iiotod 
his ha;i0 aa lAbcrtytdlic^ minors* Zcto l?C3^ a, talp of lllc>a5* raaipol^itiono 
isrhloh. trlppbd .:o:?fi6cIio aad placed hla noatly in Fcdcr^ js^tody^ H* did 
cvcrythiiis, in hio pa^cr to obt^ia, ddfcr:xat# 

At sor:a Icrj^th wcraccko ^wplaincd to bla loc;pa draft bo^d WLa. tiXHr^ 
fortunate illacci:eo> cacli aa pcrtiai d€Safhc^:;a Tfitli Iioc;ria;j tut. to about iS^ idltb 
1 1 a hardcnifti of bono in caob car^ ^:*^ca3^3,ial da::^c^> aad ^iatcotisal dlsdrdosja^ 
f I ^hca .of courco thcrojf:tJro ,hi^ sr^iisiou? repr^aoibilttitai i::p had attended ^ 
BjbXo Ssotituto to^ Christian lliaistry CaUctjo,- ^d r;i^ aa ordainod niniotcr 
in tho AHicd Christicaj ii^^::d::cnt J^j^^ ^tz^M^ m6cs:'' tha axioidpoo 6f tho 
€hrlstis^ jivaa;;clical iuthcraa Church IT» 

W cinch faio colcctlv^o aervioo dcfeirt:eat, rcr:;a?*^o poizttod out. that 
oirfir trA abovo ovcrythlng cls6^ ho ccaocieaticualy objected to ^ar jond cla3x:cd 
ciccaptioa bcca^isa ho rar. oppocod. to both co:ibataat and noacccfbattait iiilitary 
aorvicff* lienardin:! hia ^lasoificatidn^ rort-cc^ Atatcdj^ ^1 bclicvQ. s:^ ind-ctim 
ohoald bo dof orri>d accordins to la;/ bcca'i3& i eg. an o:^iir:54 i^iniottr a::d at 
prcscat a» theological ;?tz:dcnt»^ 
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Ilct ^^ pldicd iA 0JSLM iW^> but tho local valc<?ti\i3 Ccrvloa Soard 
fec2:in aa inquirS' *^ dctcnaina xhethcr pr nat^ the £lliod Osrlijtlaa ^rs^r ia 
recccpi^od £cst deferred ^olacoific^lfion. Xt -^tss not vQQo:^dzo± by tho CitioSai 
Goloctivo Service, Headcjoarfccra. Cpeclal Asratij of tho IBI^ h;ivlj:^ Xplloirod 
*;ornocl:o*ix sctlvitios blbaoOy^ \u:<?overed thss foUcBinx exr.r:plea of d^islicity 
to. tho part 0^ iho^ littlo *»Sitlferiii* 

f:o told itho Gcrt::^ Acciiti. *^bcs* Itiapt^ th^ lip fcod buia,t u? MS 
Colcctivo Service, f iliS by hating ^?::irio,!:3 doctcr^a ftirnich Icttcra, claiitdn^ Ma 
p^yoical dioa*:>ilitie3j: 

Ho counaclled 
bc?art beat rapidly^ tho latter purg! 
sj^eoticnj * ^""^ 

K6 urgcsd ihx^pt toi bdcoda art apiiiattint ciiniotor in tha Jlliod 
Chricticu ISimscgacat tvcy xa^ itoniiliod Idri taa aS?li6atioa blc:::^; 

l?4::u?rou^ frioiali «ind ^scjociatcs^ of ^crnccka irc^fe intqrvlcs^od and 
noiio^ ijicp lie ^an (t jcdaiatcr cr ^^sa cnj;3-:od In fi:^ relisiou;? aotivityj. 

rie brtd enrolled Jfor a^ correspoadorxa ccjurao at ^ 5ibla Instituip 
<^ i;dvcri>(ir 1^ 19^50^ V4t cu&;dtt?sd orOy oao lcc*3an# Ha c:^ollodi zc^ta i>n. 
April 23y. 1941^ but f ail«^ to attend ariy plcissc^j 

It ^fas dotcnsin^ tho Chriaticii ;Ji3liatry CoHcso (tTUich ;rorr»ec^o 
dalisod to hava ^ttcndod Xot oix £aQnth0) t^dated isdly on jpa^crj 

Uio l^vcn^^caical iutlicr&ct Cliur(^ in Chicaco dlcc3:aiE:od pny iajo^*- 
Iddfji of tho ^ftHicd C^istic^ tonase^cnt /.rs^y or th^ C^^i£Jti^^i Lvaa:3oXifetsl 
IiUtbpriiia ?^urch 1?, a direct dcaial of 7cra6c):o*4 ;fibnt5?t>i<n*i iiis^ rcHjioua. 
clair.3- xorc all fal:od# Cpscddl 4G«^t5 of tho J3I fcrrctJtc^ ^firaccko on. 
Coptcdssr pp^ 1942 ^d ho waa ifharg^d idtb Violaito^ th:^ Tdloctivo Troinins 
and J^crvirfa Act^ 

JQa route to- tha arroij^^^t choi*ta;^ after tlic*. arrcat^ ^r.evcrchd?< 
ITeniecko atts^pt^ to cuicKty chaiigo ftoa Civilian clc^tKca to xaiMotcricCt 
jprb* Uo Tfiid^kcd off a six>rt7^ floircrcd noclitlo &A plac sd ax*ound hi^ neck 
k irhito Clerical collar zrA black :^tecnt :ffMch covered ti^ brcoot of Mo 
chirt* %c ejiaistj^ial ar?^i^^^«5Q^ <?^£^ thcro, hos^ev^^r^ forldja ispatrt^i;?^ 
C03splotcd :tTi1d:^ a. fecsitra^tlis ^Ko-kmod coat and irotrjora* 

^drncckd'a, fc:x::o rao acaifc&ei f oHowtag: bis ?xr;?oat ancr JBI Ac^^^ 
tir^co?er<Jd ^ Ircritablo ar^caal. ito pococdticd oi^it TiCLtS^ aix piotols, ttsrpo 
ahot^tsio csd a aupp3y of ai^unitl^* 

^c;*ncekp ^ao. Indicted 1^ 4 ^odirat ^«tid Jury &t CMca^o^ on l,*ovc:£bc? 
12^ 1942^ for vlolatiiis^ th6 ;:olcctiya IsralMnj iaa4 Ccrvico |,ct pf 1940^ Ho 
pleaded laot jguilty ttpckx tbo arraic?^eiit il«d hio trial atcrttjd oii ^t2t?i 1, ^%^9 
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tv&stlrc^ intri3<i-ic^ at tha trial c^tabUchod iiut- 'l:r::^ci:a was' 

of ;:i^noc::Q«s testified that ho ir^a irydli^<rj3 «:nl c:r;coarc;jc4 her nat to 
attend ciiurch# 

la hid fcloainj cr;;x:c2tt ti^o ac::i£tGnt Jaitod Ctstc:? Att^ncy cxcorj^tod 
Kcrncs:;^ ca a hyy-ocritd iy^.i tJraflic::;:^ la roUjjica td tivoii t:crvi:ici-hl:3 iiou:;try 
in titxa of wc^ro> 
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TRILL. RE WILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE 



UNANIMOUS DECISION NOVEMBER FIFTH INSTANT AFFIRM CONVlCTiO 



AND SENTENCE OF SUBJECT. COPY OF OPINION WILL 
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^nif eft §tafefi Qepartment nf ifustic^ 
' Chicago 90, Illinois 



November 6, 1943 



TV 



m 



Director, FBI 



Dear Sirs 



o 

HEs ^/TELLIAM BERMRD YBRNECKE 
SEEECnTE SERVICE 



For the information of the Bureau there is being enclosed 
herewith one copy of the opinion of the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit, iffhich affims the 
judgment of the lower court in the above entitled matter. 




JTL/os 
25-5976 
Enclosure: 1 



Veiy truly yours. 





X 



i/J. DmfON, SAC 
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.COKES DESTROYEfe 
JB^Sfi MAY 26 J96J 
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United %mii (Jtirruit dtottrt of Kppals 



No. 8329. 



October Term and Session, 1943. 



a?HE UNITED STATES OF AliXERICA, "^ 

Plaintiff-Appellee, 
vs: 

WIIiIflAM BERNABS •WERNECKE, 

Defendant-Appellant. ^ 



Appeal from the Distrfct 
Court of the United 
States for the Northern 
District of Illinois, East- 
em Division. 



November 5, 1943. 



Before Sparks and Miitton, Circuit Judges, and Lindlby, 
District Judge., 

MiNToir, Circuit Judge. The defendant-appellant regis- 
tered under and was subject to the Selective Training and 
Service Act of 1940. In the case at bar, he was charged in 
two counts with the violation of Section .311, Title 50, 

vJ • 0« V-/* .^« 



"Seo. 311. Offenses and Punishment- 

"Any person charged as herein provided with the duty ot carrying 
out any of the provisions of this Act, or the rules or regulations made 
or directions given thereunder, who shall knowingly fail or neglect 
to perform such' duty, and any person charged with such duty, or hav- 
ing and exercising any authority under said Act, rules, regulations, 
or directions who shaU knowingly make, or be a party to the making. 
Of any false, improper, or incorrect registration, classification, phvsical 
or mental examination, deferment, induction, enrollment, or muster 
and any pei^on who shall knowingly make, or be a party to the mak- 
^^i/^^.w?^ ^^^^^ statement or certificate as to the fitness or unfitness 
or liability or nonliability of himself or any other person for service 
under the provisions of this Act, or rules, regulations, or directions 
made pursuant thereto, or who otherwise evades registration or serv- 
ice in the land or naval forces or any of the requirements of this Act 
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In the first count it was charged as follows : 

i<* * * did unlawfully, knowingly, wilfully, and fe- 
loniously fail and neglect to perform a certain duty 
which he them and there was required to perform hy 
the provisions of the Selective Training and Service 
Act of 1940, as amended, and the rules and regula- 
tions thereunder, which said duty the said defendant 
did then and there unlawfully, knowingly, wilfully, and 
feloniously fail and neglect to perform was the duty ^^ 

of making true and correct answers to the questions \j^j 

contained in the questionnaire executed by the said 
defendant on May 12, 1941 ****'' ^ 

The other count charged as follows : 

c<* * * did unlawfully, knowingly, wilfully and | 
feloniously evade and attempt to evade service in the 

land or naval forces by falsely assuming and pretend- \ 

ing to become a minister of religion * ♦ * *^' j 

— No motion to quash or for a bill of particulars ^ or_.a | 

demurrer was filed by the defendant. At the conclusion of i 

the Government's evidence, the defendant filed a motion for i 

a directed vei'dict and also motions to; strike each count of i 
the indictment, but gave no reasons for the motions to 
strike. The District Court overruled all three motions, and 

the. jury returned a verdict of guilty. From judgment upon \ 

such verdict, the defendant has appealed. I 

The first error urged is that each count of the indict- I 

ment is bad. As to tibe first count, counsel for the defend- j 

or who knowingly counsels, aids, or abets another to evade registration 
or service in the land or navaL forces or any of the requirements of 
this Act, or of said rules, regulations, or directions, or who in any 
manner shall knowingly fail or neglect to perform any duty required 
of him under or in the execution of this Act, or rules or regulations 
made pursuant to this Act, or any person or persons who shall know* 
ingly hinder or interfere in any way by force or violence with the 
administration of this Act or the rules or regulations made pursuant 
thereto, or conspire to do so, shall, upon conviction in the district court 
of the United States having jurisdiction thereof, be punished by im- 
prisonment for not more than five years or a fine of not more than 
$10,000, or by both such flne^andtimprisonment, or if subject to mili- 
tary or naval law may be tried by court martial, and, on conviction, 
shall suffer such punishment as a court martial may direct. No per- 
son shall be tried by any military or naval court martial in any case 
arising under this Act unless such person has been actually, inducted 
for the training and service prescribed under this Act or unless he is 
subject to trial by court martial under laws in force prior to. the en- 
actment of this Act- Precedence shall be given by courts to the trial 
of cases arising under this Act/' 
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ant admits that it charges the offense in the terms of the 
statute and that such an indictment may be good unless 
an element of the offense is charged by the use of generic 
terms, such as the word ''duty" in the first count, in which 
case the indictment must set forth what the "duty" was. 
We think the first count sufiiciently charges the offense in 
the terms of the statute and sufficiently alleges what that 
duty was. The duty was to make true answers to the 
questions in a questionnaire executed by the defendant. If 
he had any doubt as to the matter, he should have asked 
for a bill of particulars. This is not a case where the in- 
dictment fails to set forth an essential element. It is a 
case where the element is not set forth with sufficient 
particularity. The defendant, without challenging the suf- 
ficiency of the indictment which charged all the elements 
of the offense and without requesting a bill of particulars 
if the charge in general, broad terms were not sufficient, 
and without any showing that he had been misled, sur- 
prised, or prejudiced by the form of the indictment, went 
to trial and liad his chance with the jury. Under such cir- 
cumstances, it is our duty to sustain the indictment. 18 
U. S. C. A., Sec. 556 ; LaMar v. United States, 241 U. S. 
103, 116, 39 S. Ct. 535, 60 L. Ed. 912; Dunbar v. United 
States, 156 U. S. 185, 192, 15 S. Ct. 325, 39 L. Ed. 390; 
Rosen v. United States, 161 U. S. 29, 34, 16 S. Ct. 434, 40 
L. Ed. 606. 

What we have said as to the sufficiency of the first 
count applies to the other count. 

At the time the defendant was arrested, the arresting 
officers entered his home and searched the premises, and 
took certain envelopes and papers that had been furnished 
him for use in a correspondence course of study for the 
ministry. On the trial, these papers were offered in evi- 
dence, and objection was made that they were inadmissible 
because obtained by illegal search and seizure. It would 
be sufficient to answer this objection to say that the court 
will not at the trial, form and pursue a collateral issue as 
to the legality of the possession of the defendant's pa- 
pers by the Government. If the papers were otherwise 
admissible, the court will not inquire at the trial for the 
first time into the legality of the possession by the Gov- 
ernment. The validity of the seizure could have been 
tested m a nio tion maae before the trial fnr tbp rafnvT. r.^ 
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the papers. No such motion was made. The papers were 
oTHerwise admissible , ^tiH thr^rp wna t^o le^ai basis to ob- 
ject to their mtro r'^^^^'^^ ^4/Jn/mQ v. New York, 192 UTS. 
5iib, '2i y. Ct7372r48 L. Ed. 575; iJioe v. United States, 
251 Fed. 778. 

Furthermore, the papers alleged to have been illegally 
seized and introduced in evidence were introduced to 
prove the defendant had used only one set of the papers 
to report only one lesson completed and sent in; and the 
defendant testified to the facts sought to be proved by the 
evidence introduced and claimed to have been seized ille- 
gally. If the seizure had been originally improper, the 
defendant by his testimony made the seizure harmless. 
Libera v. United States, 299 Fed. 300, 301; Temperani v." 
United States, 299 Fed. 365 ; White v. United States, 16 F. 
2d 870, 872. 
The court instructed the jury as follows : 

*'If you believe from the evidence that' any witness 
in this case has knowingly and wilfully testified falsely 
on this trial to any matter material to the issues in this 
case, then you are at liberty to disregard the entire 
testimony of such witness, except in so far as it has 
been corroborated, if you find it has been corroborated, 
by other credible evidence, or by facts and circum- 
stances proven on the trial." 

To give this instruction was error, the defendant says, 
because it left to the jury the question of determining for 
itself what evidence was material, citing People v. Wells, 
380 111. 347, 44 N. E. 2nd 32; and People v. Fli/nn, 378 111. 
351, 38 N. E. 2nd 49. These cases do hold that such an in- 
struction standing alone may constitute error. But the 
case cited of People v. Wells, supra, recognizes that if 
other instructions which define the material issues in the 
case are given as part of the same charge, the giving of 
the instruction herein complained of is not error. The trial 
court in the instant case instructed at length defining the 
material issues. The instruction complained of did not 
stand alone, but was supplemented by ample other instruc- 
tions that clearly defined what the material issues in the 
case were. This supplied the fault pointed out by the de- 
fendant; and the giving of the instruction under the cir- 
cumstances was not error. Henry v. United States, 273 
Fed. 330, 338; Mason v. United States, 95 F. 2d 612. 
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As the judge was excusing the jury, he stated : 

"Ladies and gentlemen, counsel has made a motion 
here for a directed verdict for the defendant. I am 
going to deny the motion and refuse the instruction. ' ' 
We do not think this statement was prejudicial. Henry 
V. United States, 273 Fed. 330, 336. Even if the statement 
were prejudicial standing alone, it was made harmless hy 
the court's instructions that fully advised the jury to dis- 
regard any expressions of opinion the court might have 
made, disclaiming any intention to give expression to any 
opinion, and further instructing the jury as to their 
province. 

Furthermore, the defendant made no objection to the 
court's statement at the time it was made, and took no 
steps to correct any supposedly prejudicial conduct so as 
to give the court a chance to correct any mistake it might 
have made. The objection cannot be taken here for the 
first time. United States v. Bass, 64 F. 2d 467, 469 ; Luc- 
cioni V. United States, 41 F. 2d 741, 742 ; Baldwin v. United 
States, 72 F. 2d 810, 812. 

The District Attorney made the following statement in 
addressing the jury: 

**Now, do you believe that Mr. Wernecke is a disci- 
ple of Mr. Hitler? Do you believe that Mr. Wernecke 
belonged to the German-American Bund and that he 
was interested in disseminating propaganda in this 
country through the Aryan Book Store as was testi- 
fied to from the witness stand?" 
To this statement, defendant's counsel objected that it 
was unfair, inflammatory, and outside the issues in the 
case. The trial court overruled the objection. No motion 
was made to take the case from the jury. One of the 
counts upon which the defendant was being tried was for 
evasion of service by falsely assuming and pretending to be 
a minister of the gospel. It was in evidence that the de- 
fendant had said: 

''We National Socialists in this country must do 
something because due to the war and the events in 
Europe we will not be able to call our meetings and 
have our gatherings under the old name. We must 
then find ways and means of preventing induction into 
the armed forces of this country of our brother na- 
tional socialists." 
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It was also in evidence that the defendant had worked 
in a book store in Chicago known as the Aryan Book 
Store, and had distributed the books and other literature of 
the German Library of Information. We take judicial no- 
tice that the National Socialists are the followers of flitler, 
and that the notorious German Library of Information was 
an agency for the dissemination of Hitler's propaganda 
in this country. This w as evidence qu ite persuasi ve that 
one who wished to' keep Kalional ii!JociaIists"our o f tlie "draft" 
' ^vouid not be above pretending that he was almnister, as^ 
mmiste_rs_are exempt fr oni ser y^ce m^der the Selective ^ 
Trainiujs: and Service Act._ The statement was a fair com- 
ment upon the evidence and its applicability to the issues. 
Furthermore, it might have been considered proper re- 
buttal to the argument of the defendant's counsel in his 
attempt to purge the defendant of his apparent devotion 
to the cause of Hitler. The defendant's counsel argued 
quite extensively to persuade the jury that the defendant 
was free from the taint of Hitler Nazism. Such fair re- 
buttal argument cannot be considered error. United States 
v. Soconif-Vacuum Oil Company/, 310 U. S. 150, 241, 242, 
60 S. Ct. 811, 84 L. Ed. 1129; United States v. SMdmore, 
123 F. 2d 604, 610; Baker v. United States, 115 F. 2d 533, 
544; Comeriato v. United States, 58 F. 2d 557, 558; Rice v. 
United States, 35 F. 2d 689, 695. 

The defendant contends that he was classified as a min- 
ister by the only body authorized by law to make such 
classification, namely, his local Draft Board; that on the 
record, he is classified as a minister, and as such minister, 
he is entitled to exemption from service; and that this 
prosecution was a collateral attack upon the proceedings 
of the Draft Board. 

In our opinion, this is not a collateral attack upon the 
determination of the Draft Board. The Draft Board de- 
termined the status of the defendant. The District Court, 
which is a court with criminal jurisdiction, did not attempt 
to change that status. It attempted only to try the de- 
fendant for his allegedly fraudulent conduct in obtaining 
that status. That is an issue the Draft Board could not 
try and determine. The action of the District Court was 
not a collateral attack in an effort to change the defend- 
ant's status, but a trial of the defendant for the allegedly 
fraudulent method by which he obtained that status, which 
enabled him to evade service. 
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. The. same act whicli makes it obligatory upon the local 
Draft Board to exempt theological students and ministers, 
and makes that local Board's decision final on that issue, 
also makes it obligatory upon a Disti-ict Attorney to prose- 
cute a fraudulent registrant who effects evasion of serv- 
ice thereby, 

*Some other minor points \yere mentioned in the brief of 
the defendant, but, after consideration, we find no sub- 
stance in them. 

We find no error in the record, and the judgment of the 
District Coui*t is 

Affibmed. 
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on Sapt ember 13tli, 1939 -Jf^^y ^- ja^Ylilard of 414 Divaraay Partoay, plwne late vi ew 
i Oriioa^, Illinois addressed ilr, Eay^iioM Joseph Heetley* ?. 0» Box 3620 llattmeijia^tsa 
la^rt, Chicago, Illtnisis, "Dear Mr. Healeyg Would it be asMi^ too rauch to call me 
on the phone. I want to tor© a talk vdtii you. ?©ry iLiportant regarding yoar papar 
1 ^selieve we oan help you publish tl^ saine. I am a very dear friend of Jaenlcton a 
spojce of you very highly.** ' ^ ^ ^ 

DeTillard ms one of the founders of the now defunct Khalrl Shirts of Amerloa headed 
by Art J- Smith who v/as convicted of perjury a feu years took in connection with a 
murder trial and received 7 years sentence in the Stat© Penitentary* Mr, BeYillard 
now heading up the irorican Blades/ irts Faoisti. 

Ur. JDeVillard Coopes^ted vzith tho leaders of th^ i^enaan ijii^rioaii national Alliance * 
^th one Ilr. \inii^S\:eruQo^, QjmimsLU of the^i^oint Comitte|;; of Patriotic Organise 
organizer of th^ if'riends of Father OouaHliU} orgoxtiaer of t'^ioz/^iristian Pofeuae CouziO 
orgauiaer for t^^^orth Side Saitety Coumil; orgaiiiaer for tl;© Silver Shirts Legion 
A*nerica; organizer f©r thiaR^earborn Crusaders; orgonisEer for the German Azoerlaan Bunc 
and a gentleooan farjner of *i/adsworth', Illinois. ^ 

I have heen in the homo of n.^T>. - ;^^flnte both In the City and on the farm ifeere I have 
seen a number of guus, but "never in use. Mr. Werneoto and Mr. frederi©^^%etta of 
the south Side (phone Oal 5734) CShioaso^ k tailor by profession, who is an Itallatt a 
a meaiber of the aons of Italy, organised the^eoret Ohidstian Itefense Council as a 
terroristic or^anisiation. '' 

One of the first, moves of their terror campaign \7aB the brealciag of atbre windows in 
the Oity of Chicago; namely the';A3Cldblatt stores and a tailor shop on W&atean and 
Byron Avenues, several on irmltage Avenue and others too numerous to mention to be 
followed up by physical violence. A list of names were in the possession of^Otfe 
Oapetta and Wemecto and l>r. Eomer U^'m^^rz^ l^t^polKorm^ and IKmgl»a!;j^'n*bel|.# , 
mBTZ^ pOHomey and Campbell were arrested and tried for tae Qol&latt case. JXf^Tis 
Oemecto wiiS the brains, B&era, Polcorney and OaiBpbell will be ••gttcflcera*** ^ ; 
frea^^apetta was treasurer of tha^jairistian Defense Oounoil* , v % ^ 

On January ., 1940 at SilO P.M* exact tiiae, VllllaM ^meoto sent a-il^^ 



Telegram to Haymond JoieohTtealay at his home which re:^ "Come to x^ liuu^e at|^0 ; 
<)»clook toni^iat, important." ^1 

gjhiB was in connection with tbe Federal arand Jury inquiring into the possible conH^^ 
nection between V/erneolce^s farm being used as a training ground for terrorists and ' 
the Christian- i^ront activity in Hew York. Mr. \7eraec3Je advised me as to what I should 
say before the Federal arand Jury in connection with his suspicion that they may 
^question others and ii^self as to his g^ins, his farm, his activity, his source of incon 
his organization affiliations, etc* > *=.=--:^-^ 
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Hntf 0& §tate0 S^partmcni of 2(ust!c0 

Chicago 90, Illinois 
, P. 0. Box 81S 



Director, FBI 



Dear Sir: 



February 21, 1944 



<s> 



RE: V/ILIIAM BEmiAKQJ^ajgSJCE, '.ras. 
SEEECTTVE" SERVICE 
(Security Matter- Index Card - G) 



/ 



// 




A review of the file relating to the above named individual 
reveals that on June 4, 1943 a verdict finding him guilty of viola- 
tion of the Selective Training and Semrice Act of 1940 v?a[s entered 
and he was sentenoptd to a fi ve year term.^ This decision ims upheld 
by the Circuit Court of Appeals, 

In vievr of *the fact that subject is presently incarcerated 
the Security Index Card maintained in the Chicago Field Office -is 
being placed in the exhibit folder of subject file* 



Very truly yours 



AE:mf 
25-5976 





i /J. DRAyi®N, SAC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. -1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAGO, HJilNOIS 



\7ItLIAM BERIWIR^RNBCKB, Tdth I^i& '^ 

■; aliases Y/iliialmrnyicaj^lliaiii L. °>-^*/** 
JnfeTOas^,jtev, ■WilllaiiPtemecEIT' l'Hitlsr" ^ Arthur 



^ SYNOPSIS OF FACrre: 




FILE no; -'25-5976 



RBPORTMADBAT 

CHICAGO, JUi, 



DATE WHEN MAD£ 

9/7/44 



PERIOD FOR 



l7^]S»4j 
g/29;4/7;5/l)Q; 



REPORT MADE BY 

a. DESMOND miCKETHAL GDH:BB 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



SELECTITE SERVICE 



REFERENCES 



Eadiibits disposed of ad directed^ ty Assistant United 
States A^ttorney BIGH&HD G# FINIJ* Disposition sheet 
£(tibiriitted# 

- Cw 

Report of Special Agent G# DESMOND HACKETHAL, dated 
September 7, 1943, at Chicago, Illinois* 



pETAniS i AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 



II 



On November 5, 194S, the United States Circfuit Court of Appeals 
in Chicago unanimously affirmed the conviction and sentence of subject* 
A copy of the opifttpn ivas forwarded to the Bureau Nojrember 6, 1^43i 

On January 1,. February 24, Iferch 29, April 7, and May 10, 1944, 
the TOriter personally contacted Assistant United States Attorney RICHARD 
G^ TJNN concerning the disposition of the exhibits pertaining to this 
Cfasa» On each occasion Mr* FINN telephonically contacted Mr* LATORENCE B* 
JACOBS, attorney for the subject, and wged hi© to get -written permission 
from the subject to receiw personal pjroperty which was taken in a search 
of; the subject* 3 house, which search was made incidental to hia airest* 






APPROVED AND^yy 
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Chicago Fii© #25-5976 

On July 27, i944i Mr^ JACOBS telephonicaUy contacted the 
CMcago Field Division arid advised Special Agent lU J. DRISCOIIi that 
he h^d Tofteived the subject's witteh .consent to receive his (subject's) 
I*r4onal property* Accordliigly, on July 28^ 1944, the isriter prepared 
an inventory of the subject's property and isade identification receipts, 
whic^ -rare signed by Mr* JACOBS, and the property was turned over to hia 
in the. Chicago Held jDff ice#. All Fascist arfl Massi propaganda which was 
.obtained in this search was destroyed as per the. directions of Mr^ FINN* 
All 6£ the records of the Allied Chrie^iah ^nagement Arroy, Yfcich were- 
secuTOd by a subpoena duces tecum^we"re retui^ied to the Ai^rson Brothers 
Warehouse^ and a receipt was received^ The/personal paipers pf one. RICKIER 
and the records pbtalned from R» A* POTI of the Allied Qiristian J&inagement 
imy were delivered tovlb* FINN at th^ United States Attorney's office 
on August. 8, 1944, the TOiter having preyiotisly contacted ibr* FINN the 
day before as to disposition of these papers, la** FINN at that tiie advised 
that the papers should be brought to the United States Attorney's office 
in order that th^y be incorporated -with the eadiibi-tis obtained by them during 
the Grand ttuiy Investigation df the Aiaied-C^ Ar^^ 

There, being no further imestigat^on in. this jaatter^ this, case 
is T?eting* clps€(d* 
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JO THE BUREAU^ bne disposition sheets 
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SUBJECT . WILLIAM B. TfERHECKE 



Mr, e. A. TasK^ 

1^. _coff*> v 
ja*.. Gl&vl n 
Br. U< M 

Mr. KlcfwIS 



isohr 



KeTKlon 




The attached flipping from the Chicago American indicates that 
Williairf B. Wernecke, "who received the maximum sentence of 5 years and ^ _^ _.^ 

$10,000. on June 11^ 1943 for violation of the Selective Training^rd Service t^^^^' 
±ct^'as amended after h§uving been convicted in a Federal C*/art J Chicago, Jifll^— ij 
Illinoik, has been patoJLed* - - * -^-^i^uaM^-: 

I ' 

ke, you vrtii recall i "was ^ -il^reria aha assc >..^ 



^ 



as Herber' 



;o>?fobo 



^ijaun p0upXe 



aupt, German saboteur Trho was executed, Georgo>?foboese ahd Otto_ 
7/illimierti midwest leaders of German-American Bund groups. He 7/as one of the , 
first individuals contacted by Haupt when Haupt returned to this country* T?hen 
Agents searched his home following his arrest on Marbh 5, 1943 they found 8 rifles> 
6 pistols! 3 shot guns and a large supply of amrmmi1;ion» 






Wernecke counselled Haupt to feign poor health to avoid military ^ 
service and suggested that he use nitroglycerin pills to create a false heart con-^^ 
dition. Wernecke was a Nazi in every sense of^the word. In addition, he vmsja, ^ ^ 
faker* He claimed to be a minister of the gospel and our investigation showed ' ^ 
th\t the Christian ministry College, which he claimed to have attended, did not, 
exist* Hs enrolled in the Moody Bible Institute, but submittefd only one le'sspn, 
His defense was based upon his alleged ministerial status* "'' -•^j.-j 
after a particularly bitter trial* 



The news- aribicle recites that Wernecke entered the penitentiary ^ 
December 15, 1943* It also states that he was paroled on August 17, 1944 af1;er 
having served nine moniiis of his five year term* According to-ftie article, 
l/iTernecke ?fas paroled for the furpos^ of entering the armed forces, and has bd&n 
seen on l^e streets of Chicago recently in an Army miiform. I;. 

• I ^ ' ' f/ 

realize that the matter of parole is one which is not within our 1 * j 

jurisdict-Lon> and I also realize, because it has boon called to the Bureau* s Ij / 

a^ttentio^ by Agents, by Judges- and by U. S. Attorneys, that the persons respc|ns,iblo c 

^-►r garpre matters have been letting persons convicted of violations of the f^ ^ 

ilectiyS Service Act out of the' penitentiaries almost as fast as vre have beeh''"'"^''"^ 




He was convicted 



m in* 



^ Shore are certain cases, howev< _ . 

uncohsdibnable and offends the public nostrils^ This, ceVtainly,Us^such^^ 



r|?^,^in wmoh a parole for any purpose '^ ; 




ct an< 
als(>\, ,.^, 
Se attehtion of certain press and radio contacts. It would appear 
.Y^T;hat is going on vrith regard^gt^^thp administration oj 



S^l^'ective Seiyice cases. 



b' 



Mt thfe. 
sKrolo 
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ana\ friend voX /Herbert Haiipt; 
exccuted;Nazl:spy; ls>.soIdier In 
the .Unltfdr Slates * army despite' 
his convlctlon.b^a federal' court 

«and his; sen- -^ — ^ ij:_r 

'tencetosyears 
Jin prison and 
.fines of $10,000 
on each of two 
counts which 
charged him 
with being a 
draft evader. . 
"He is the 
last man i 
would' want to 
see In'the 
army.'*, said 
Federal Judje 
Barnes; ^ as he .., 
overruled. a' motion- for probation 
and refused to Jisten to Wer- 
S?.<^ke's offer to Join the army. 
The United States Court of A'p- 
peals upheld the; sentence. .; 
Wernecke, , whose .pretense -at 
being a minister ofUhe Gospel was 
proven false, entered, the federal 
penitentiary Dec.:i5M943; He 
was examined by a'selective serv- 
ice board' at the. Me'dical* Center 
for. Federal' Prisoners.' in Spring- 
field; Mo.,* and was, accepted for 
regular service in ^ the armed 
forces. He ,was paroled' to the 
army^on Aug. 1.7 of last year,after 
serving; hine,months'of*' his term. 
Wernecke's parole; application 
J^^as^ approved by/Attorncy Gen- 
- fe^l-^BIddle* as 'a. ipatter of rou'- 
Vtihe. tht parole appUcaUon* still 
pr^senfe'd Wernecke ^as^a minis- 
ter of *the*Gospel' despite the 'fact 
th^ jury which:,heard the case 
decided that thlir was* not true, 
Bundlst.actlYifcl6?which-lncluded 
running -thftSAryan'jibookshpPv at 
the Bimd^eadquarters' 6n .West- 
ern av., were not ^^ presented to 
Blddle, . ' / V ^ . . ; : 
/Neither was the/evidence/Pro- 
duced at the trial/ of his 'associa- 
tion with Haupt "and the* Silver 
Shirts^. ' 

^Wernecke was -in ^Chicago re- 
cently wearing an^army uniform. 
He' is-said to be stationed in the 
state of * Washington. , He-V-a 
crack shot and once drilled mem- 
bers.of the. Bund at his Wads- 
worth, III., farm; Richard G.Finn 
and John D. Owen who prosecuted 
Wernecke, .express amazement 'at 
his release irom^ federal -custody. 
1]ie local Uiilted^States^ailorney's 
off Ice had not been notified of tlie 
parole application or^ his parole. 
' Now. hldipg^ behind 'the> false 
mask- ot'.being an- ordained min- 
ister;. Wernecke Tvas'quoted at his 
trial as having£saldliUi 
, "Hitler has nfrfliSon:' 
*havc J." •■ . ' 
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